"age N 


s. £ —— — 
— — 
— 


— . ¼ f — — — 
5 l 
2 — 


TAXATION 


— * 
0 — —— 


XS 
— — 
— — — 


* D * _=_ 7 
- 


= WI == A 
> = _= > I.” os + 
— am > 
Py - SY SD ESE IE 
_ ad — — — — \ 
— — — — — — 
— — 


— 


— === 2 — 
— —— — — 


* — 
ER ic... SP. Se 
n — 


— 


+ 
COALS, 
CONSIDERED IN AN 


ADDRESS 
TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITIES OF 


LONDON AND WESTMINSTER, 
And all Places ſupphed with 


COALS 


— — — 


. 7. 
* 


gt 


—— 
— — — 


— — ——— - 
py. 2 


— 22 
4 -- — 
WW 3 =D 
— — 
* - 
2 £5 
2 — RE 
— — 


# — 
— — — 5 


— 
— 


{ 
1 
| 
\ 
4 } 
* 
k 
I 
* 
| 
* * 
' 
} k 
14 
8 
My, 
: * 
1 4 * 
| 3 5 
7 o LY. 
1 1a 
4 
1 
't Ng 
: 


1 
—— ee ting 
— 
on 4 N 


FROM THE PORT OF LONDON, 


— > IR 


p 
P - 
— - A — p — 
8 ou K 
= "» — 
3 - 
4 ww 
3 ons 
= 


_ — — — 
2 — — , -» 3.2 - 
c — 2 OO 
F_— * 
— T — 
_— — — - — — — - 
9 8 3 = — VL 


BY DAVID HARDIE. . 
— LEY 
— , 
w- 
LONDON ! 
Printed for the Author, 


AND SOLD BY 
J. DEBRETT, PICCADILLY; W. RICHARDSON, ROYAL. 


EXCHANGE; J. STRAHAN, No. 67, STRAND; AND 
D. OFFERD, NO. 21, GREAT RUSSEL STREET, 
BLOOMSBURY. 

| 1792. 
Price One Shilling and Sixpence. 
[ENTERED AT STATIONER'S HALL. | 


— 


r , eb lr ARS cer rs, - 


— 


bo 
2 . 


— — 


— 


TAXATION 


OF 


' COALS. 


late Conſolidation of the national duties, 

and concluded a minute Inquiry into the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the public Revenue of this king- 
dom, I beg leave, in the firſt inſtance, to ſubmit 
to your conſideration, a few remarks on the 
article of COALS, 


Duc reviſed the whole proceſs of the 


The word duty, is derived from the word 
due, and implies a ſum of money due. Money 
is due to the State from each of its members, 
for the ſupport of Government, becauſe Go- 
vernment 1s neceſlary to ſociety, and each 
member participates in the benefit of Govern- 
ment. The money which thus becomes due 
to the State, is a duty. As the whole kingdom 
cqually reaps the benefit of Government, juſ- 
tice requires, that all parts of the kingdom 
ſhould equally contribute to the expence of 
Government, and no more. Such ſums of 


money as are exacted from any part of the 
B kingdom, 


, 
3 


kingdom, above its equal ſhare of the expence 
of Government, are not duties nor Revenue of 
any deſcription; they are either avowed local 
contributions, which cannot be levied on a 
free people, but in caſes of real or ſuppoſed 
neceſlity, or they are private exactions impoſed 
by the Adminiltration of Government, without 
the ſanction of any of the conſtituted Autho- 
rities in this kingdom. 


Reaſon and experience ſhew, that it is ut. 
terly impracticable to raiſe a duty to the State 
on Britiſh Coals, for home conſumption. 
Collieries are ſcattered over the greater part of 
the Ifland. They are frequently ſeveral miles 
diſtant from houſes or villages, or towns, or 
cities, which is a circumſtance highly unfavor- 
able to revenue regulation. Many collieries 
are worked merely to ſerve the few houſes or 
villages lying contiguous, and the pits, mines, 
and avenues of large collicries, are very nu- 
merous. A duty could not be levied without 
an incredible number of additional exciſe of- 
ficers, which would bring a Financier into a 
dilemma, that would doubtleſs prove his 
ruin. If the duty were rated low, the expence 
of collection would be proportionably high 
and impolitic. If the rate were high, ſo as to 
reduce the expence of collection to its due 
proportion, the people could not ſuffer the 
oppreſſion, and the produce would be ſo great, 
| as 
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as to render the preſent ſyſtems of Exciſe and 


Cuſtoms totally unneceſſary ; becauſe, the 
quantities of Coals uſed in foundries, glaſs- 
houſes, breweries, chymical works, and a vaſt 
variety of other kinds of manufacture, together 
with the quantities conſumed by private fami- 
hes, would raiſe a revenue equal to both the 
preſent departments of Exciſe and Cuſtoms. 


No-one of the neceſſaries of life could bear a 


tax, capable of ſupporting the number of 
officers which ſuch a duty would require. 
Were a duty to the State upon Coals attempted, 
and an account at the end of the year brought 
to the bar of the Houſe of Commons, I am 
confident, no Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
this kingdom, would have courage to look it in 
the face ; and experience ſhews, that the moſt 
rapacious and fooliſh of public Men, have 
never once attempted to carry a public duty 
on Coals for home conſumption into effect. 
All our manufactures muſt be baniſhed the 
country, and all our fellow-ſubjects muſt be 
dragging their chains, before we can ſee a pub- 
lic burthen laid on Coals, Culm, and Cinders. 


The Metropolis of England, together with 

a few ports ſituate on ſome particular parts of 
the margin of the Iſland, are ſingled out from 
the kingdom at large, like ſo many provinces 
belonging to a foreign State, and over and above 
their ſhare of the public burthens are charged in the 
B 2 article 
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article of Coals, with the enormous private 


contribution of upwards of half a million per 


annum, under the pretext of a duty to the 
King. 


It appears by the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee of Finance, in 1791, that the net produce 
of that contribution for five of the late years, 
is as follows, viz. N 

5 1786 L/. 474,152 

1787 - 9 

1788 634,468 

1789 - $551,919 

W 


| 2,596,150 | 
Medium of 5; years 519,230 


About two thirds of this contribution 1s 
levied upon the port of London, as follows, 
VIZ, 

1780 - 4. 327,955 
1787 - 3352589 
1788 = $338,003 
1789 - 351,311 
1790 330,070 


1,083,588 
330,717 


Medium of 5 years 


» 
6 
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From which 1t 1s evident, that this private 
contribution to the State draws from the Port 
of London at the rate of C. 336,717 per annum, 
which is J. 922 per day, over and above all its 
public burthens. 


In kingdoms and principalities, which are 
not yet emancipated from ſlavery, private 
contributions are often exacted, to gratify the 
improvident rapacity of the deſpots. 


In free States, no avowed private contribu- 
tions ever take place, but in caſes of real or 
ſuppoſed neceſſity from famine, peſtilence, or 
the ſword. Under ſuch circumſtances, partial 
contributions may be conſiſtent with juſtice 
and equity, and the principles of the Britiſh 


Conſtitution, becauſe the laws of both God and - 


man admit of every thing ariſing out of neceſ- 
ſity; but clandeſtine local contributions may 
be levied in a great variety of caſes. 


In times of real, or ſuppoſed 3 a 
private contribution may be ſanctioned by a 
law; and the Adminiſtration of the Executive 
Power, contrary to the meaning of the law, 
might extort the contribution, after the neceſ- 
| lity has ceaſed to exiſt. 


A partial contribution might be clandeſ- 
tinely exacted, where the Legiſlature had 
| | granted 
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granted a local duty to indemnify Govern- 


ment for a local bene fit conferred by the State; 


and where the Adminiſtration of the Executive 
Power, contrary to the meaning of law, extorts 


the duty after the indemnification has been 


made good. 


| A local contribution might be clandeſtinely 
exacted by the Adminiſtration of the Executive 
Power, by making the ſame law ſerve the pur- 


poſe of two or more diſtinct Ads, by putting 


various conſtructions on the ſame words: a 
conſtruction tor one part of the country, and a 
diiferent conſtruction for another part of the 


kingdom, in order to raiſe ſeveral duties in 


room of one. 


A eue contribution might be ſecretly 
levied in caſes where, at the time of the for- 


mation of an Act, the rate of a duty is trea- 


cherouſly augmented, without the knowledge 
of the Legiſlature. 


And a local contribution might be clandeſ- 
tinely levied in caſes, where the Adminiſtration 
of the Executive Power for a ſeaſon uſurps the 
unconſtitutional authority of exacting ſums of 


money from the people, without even the ſha- 


dow of a law; and where the ſanction of the 
Legiſlature is afterwards ſurreptitiouſſy ob- 


tained, by foiſting ſuch ſums under the appel- 


lation 
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lation of duty, into ſome general complicated 
act, the minutiæ of which precludes the per- 
{onal inveſtigation of the members, 


Theſe are the cauſes, which alone have con- 
ſpired to 8 the preſent contributions on 
Coals, Culm, and Cinders, at the port of Lon- 
don, there being no law in this Kingdom for 
the exaction of any duty to the King on Coals, 
or Culm, or Cinders. 


Under the troubled reigns of William the 
Third, and Queen Anne, ſeveral acts paſſed for 
rafing private contributions on Coals, Culm, 
and Cinders, and the foreign wars, invaſions, 


and conſpiracies of the times, may have . 


duced a nece{/ity to give operation to theſe laws 
for a ſeaſon ; but all ſuch laws became null 
and void, at the very inſtant when the neceſ- 
fity ceaſed to exiſt, becauſe there is nothing in 
the ſtatute book to ſhew, that the Legiſlature 
ever meant that the duties ſhould continue 


longer; and becauſe it is univerſally admitted, 


even by the Executive Power itſelf, that no 
law is to be conſtrued to work a wrong. 


Theſe private contributions were introduced 
in the year 1695, by the act 6 and 7, W. III. 
cap: 18. entitled, © An act for granting to his 
* Majeſty certain Duties upon Glaſs Wares, 
* Stone and Earthen Bottles, Coals, and —_ 
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*« for carrying on a War againſt France.” The 
Preamble ſays, © Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
We, Your Majeſty's molt dutitul and loyal 
Subjects, the Commons aſſembled in Par- 
*& hament, for a further Supply of your Ma- 
« jeſty's extraordinary occaſions for and to- 
* wards the neceſſary defence of your Realms, 
* and carrying on the War againſt the French 
King, do moſt humbly preſent your Ma- 
* jeſty with the gift of the Impoſitions, Rates, 
* and Duties, herein after-mentioned.” 


By this act, a duty was impoſed on all Coals 

and Culm, waterborn coaſtwiſe, at the rate of 

s. per chaldron on Coals, and 1s. per chal- 
ron on Culm, for the term of five years 


As the act comprehended only ſuch Coals 
and Culm, as were carried coaltwiſe ; and as 
all the ports and places on the coaſt at or near 
collieries, and all the internal parts of the 
kingdom which were ſerved with Coals, by 
land- carriage, remained abſolutely free from 
any ſhare of the burthen; theſe Duties on 
Coals and Culm were mere local exactions, 
and not public duties of any deſcription what- 


Ever. 


Although the article of Coals never could 
have become an object of revenue to the State 
for the reaſons already aſſigned, yet it 1 — 

| | have 
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have proved a very fit inſtrument to raiſe a 
local duty for a local purpoſe, from the inha- 
bitants of the Metropolis, where the whole of 
the Coals were obliged to paſs through the 
port, under the regular charge of the Collector; 


and it appears, that in the year 1667, a local 


duty, payable to the Lord Mayor, was impoſed 
on all Coals, imported into the port of Lon- 
don, for re-building the churches and public 
works, which had been deſtroyed by the me- 
morable fire of 1666. At the time King Wil. 
am's Miniſter projected the local duty for the 
general ſervice of the State, the inhabitants 
| of the Metropolis had been in the habit of 

paying Coal duties, for the ſpace of eight and 
twenty years; and it is to be preſumed, that 


after ſo great a lapſe of time, the bulk of the 


Citizens, who do not take the trouble to p 

into the appropriation of taxes, might not have 
known whether they were local or general 
duties. An enhancement of the price of Coals 
through the impoſition of a new duty, might 
by many have been attributed to a caſual 
riſe in the freight, which often occurs in the 
winter ſeaſon, and, notwithſtanding, moſt ob- 
jects when firſt doomed to Taxation, attract 


no ſmall ſhare of the public attention; yet, 


Financiers find by experience, that additional 
duties, with a very little addreſs, may be 
heaped upon old objects of Revenue, without 
creating the ſmalleſt alarm. 

C The 


Com) 


The local contribution on Coals and Culm, 
was inſerted in the Act, along with public du- 
ties on Glaſs Wares, and Stone, and Earthen. 
Bottles, with intention, no doubt, that 1t might 
| paſs in the crowd as a public burthen. All 
theſe circumſianees tended to favor the intro- 
duction of the private contribution on Coals, 
for the general ſervice of the State, and the 
Bill paſſed without oppoſition. | 


As the ſum raiſed to the State on a five years 
local duty muſt have gone but a ſhort way in 
carrying on a war with France, and as the 
people had expreſſed no diſſike to Coal contri- 
butions, the Miniſter, before three years had 
elapſed, propoſed a public burthen on Coals, 
waterborn or not waterborn, and a Bill was or- 
dered to be brought in accordingly,as appears 
by the following. extracts from the Journals 
1 the 7th April, 1698, viz. © Sir Thomas Lit- 
* tleton, according to order, reported from 
+ the Committee of the whole Houſe, who 
„ were to conſider of the Supply granted to 
his Majeſty, the reſolutions of the ſaid Com- 
* mittee, which they had directed him to 
* report to the Houſe ; which he read in his 
* place, and afterwards delivered in at the 
« clerk's table, where the ſame were read, and 
“are as follows, viz,'— | 


RE- 


{7} 


RESOLVED, * "That it is the opinion of this 
© Committee, that over and above the duties 
& already payable, a further duty be laid 
upon all Coals and Culm.” "at 


RESsOLVED, © That it is the opinion of this 
+ Committee, that the ſaid duty upon all Coal 
* ſhipped, or waterborn in order to be ſhip- 
« ped, be five ſhillings per chaldron.” 


RESOLVED. That it is the opinion of this 
* Committee, that the ſaid duty be paid by the 
* owner or maſter of the veſlel, at the place 
* of landing the ſaid Coal.” 


RESOLVED, © That it is the opinion of this 
© Committee, that the ſaid duty upon Coal 
* not ſhipped, or waterborn in order to be 
* ſhipped, where the ſame uſually are, or may 
* be fold by weight, be two ſhillings per ton. 


RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of this 
“Committee, that the ſaid duty upon Coal not 
1 — e or waterborn in order to be ſhip- 

* ped, where the ſame uſually are, or may be 


* fold by meaſure, be gs. per chaldron.' 


REesoLveD, © That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that the ſaid duty upon Coal not 
* 2 or waterborn in order to be ſhip- - 
* ped, be paid by the owner. | 

e 2 RE- 


1 


RESsOLVED, © That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that the ſaid duty upon Culm 
* be one ſhilling per chaldron, to be paid by 
„the owner r ©. bg 


The firſt reſolution being read a ſecond 
* time, and the queſtion being put, that the 
* Houle do agree with the Committee in the 
* ſaid reſolution; That over and above the 
duties already payable, a further duty be 
* laid upon all Coal and Culm.— The Houle 

« divided. | 5 


The Noes go forth. 


Tellers for the Yeas Ns N gton J 144 


Tellers for the Noes = een 5 123 . 


1 So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


he reſt of the reſolutions being ſeverally 
* read a ſecond time, were upon the queſtion 
« ſeverally put thereupon, agreed unto by the 
« Houle,” 


OR DERE D, That a Bill be brought in upon 
© the ſaid reſolutions, and that Mr. Attorney 


. we! : 


= 


« General, Mr. Solicitor General, and Mr. 
« Lowndes, do prepare and bring in the Bill.“ 


But the Houſe inſtantly perceiving that the 
Miniſter had ſurprized it into the abſurd refo- 
lution for a public duty, where no public duty 
could be levied, referred the ſubject back to 
the Committee, as appears by the Journals of 
the 16th April, 1698, which ſay: © Sir Tho- 
„mas Littleton reported from the Committee 
* of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred; 
* to conſider further of ways and means for 
e raiſing the ſupply 2 to his Majeſty, the 
© reſolutions of the ſaid Committee which they 
© had directed him to report to the Houſe, 
* which he read in his place; and afterwards 
delivered in at the clerk's table, where the 
* the ſame were read, and are as follow, viz. 


ResoLvED, © That it is the opinion of this 
* Committee, that a duty be laid upon all Coals 
imported from Scotland or other parts be- 
* yond ſea, fold by weight or meaſure,” * 


RESOLVED, “ That it is the opinion of this 
* Committee, that the ſaid duty upon ſuch 
* Coals imported and fold by weight, be five 
* {hillings per ton.“ n TOR A 


ResoLveD, “That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that the faid duty upon ſuch 
nt Coals 


) 


* Coals imported and ſold by meaſure, be ſe. 
ven ſhillings and ſix-pence per chaldron.” 


RxsolVED, © That it is the opinion of this 
* Committee, that a duty of three ſhillings and 
* four-pence per ton be laid upon all Coals 
« ſhipped, or waterborn in order to be ſhip- 


* ped, which are uſually fold by weight.” 


Res0LvED, * That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that the ſaid duties be paid at the 
* place of landing the ſaid Coals.“ 


The ſaid Reſolutions being ſeverally read 
* a ſecond time, were upon the queſtion ſe- 
E 2 put thereupon, agreed unto by the 
% Houle.” 2 | 


ORDERED, © That it be an inſtruction to the 
1 Members who are to prepare the Bill for the 
duties upon Coals, That they do prepare the 
« ſame, ſo as to include the matter of the ſaid 
“ Reſolutions.” 


Thus we find, that the Miniſter's viſionary 
project of raiſing a public burthen on Coals, 
was totally laid aſide; but, in conſequence of 
the laſt ſtring of Reſolutions, the Act g and 10 
W. III. cap. 13. impoſed the following local 
duties for the term of five years, from 15th of 
May, 1698, viz. Five ſhillings per c mw 

| an 
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and three ſhillings and four-pence per ton on 


Coals, and one ſhilling per chaldron on Culm, 
waterborn coaſtwiſe. 'The Preamble ſet forth 
his Majeſty © Extraordinary Occaſions.” 


As Cinders had hitherto eſcaped the obſer- 
vation of the Financier, the Act 10 and 11 W. 
III. cap. 21. impoſed a duty of five 3 
per chaldron on all Cinders made of Pit Coal, 
waterborn coaſtwiſe, for the term of four 
years, from 15th of May, 1699. 


The A& 1 Anne, Stat. 2. cap. 4, continued 
the duties on Coals, Culm, and Cinders, water- 
born coaſtwiſe, for five years, from 14th of 
May, 170g. 


The Act 4 Anne, cap. 6, continued the du- 
ties on Coals, Culm, and Cinders, from 14th of 
May, 1708, to goth September, 1710. The 
Preamble mentioned his Majeſty's © great oc- 


caſions for money, to carry on the preſent 
War.“ | | 


I now arrive at two Acts of Queen Anne, 


which originally ſanctioned two of the con- 
ſtituent parts of the preſent priyate contribu- 


tion on Coals, Culm, and Cinders. | 


| The Act 8 Anne, cap. 4, Was entitled, 6c FN 
Act for continuing part of the duties upon 
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«. Coals, Culm, and Cinders, and granting new 
duties upon Houſes, having 20 windows, or 
more, to raiſe the ſum of J. 1, 500, ooo by 
* way of Lottery, for the ſervice of the year 


« 1740,” 


Ihe Preamble runs in theſe words: May 
tit pleaſe your molt excellent Majeſty, We, 
your moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the - 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament 
* aſſembled, being deſirous by the molt earl 

* and effectual ways and means, to raiſe fu 
“ Supplies as are neceſſary for the proſecution 
of the preſent War, and for enabling your 
% Majeſty at the end thereof, to eſtabliſh a 
* good and laſting Peace, have for that end 
e and purpole given and granted, and do by 


7 this Act give and grant, &c.“ 


By this Act, the duty was greatly reduced, 
as follows; viz. Two ſhillings per ton, and 
three ſhillings per chalder on Coals ; ſeven- 
pence two-tenths of a penny per chalder on 
Culm, and three ſhillings per chalder on Cin- 
ders made of Pit Coal brought by ſea, from 
any port or place within the ſame, for the term 
ot g2 years, from 29th September, 1710. 


On ſufficient ſecurity being given, three 
months were allowed tor the payment, or 21 
per Cent. for ready money; and it was the 


practice 
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practice at the port of London, to allow the 
diſcount in all caſes, when the ſhip was diſ- 
charged within 16 working days, that is, Sun- 
days and Holidays excepted, after the warrant 
granted to land; but at the other ports, ſuch 
mitation was different, ſome having : ſix, 
others ten, and ſeveral fourteen days allowed, 
by order of the Board of Cuſtoms, according 
to the different ſituations and conveniencies of 
the ports, ſo that paying down the money 
within the days ſo reſpectively allowed at ſuch 
ports, either upon a bond given, or a depoſit 
taken by way of ſecurity, was held to be a ſuf- 
ficient prompt payment to this duty, to entitle 
to diſcount; and it is ſuppoſed, that about 
three-fourths of the cargoes obtained the diſ- 
count. 


This Act paſſed in the year 1709, which was 
three years after the Union of the two king- 
doms, when the ſame Revenue laws extended 
over the whole Iſland of Great Britain. 


But the Inhabitants of the Metropolis of 
Scotland, on hearing of the progreſs of the Bill 
through Parliament, ſent noticè to the Miniſ- 
ter, that they did not chooſe to be included in 
the private contribution on Coals, Culm, and 
Cinders, carried coaſtwiſe; and that they not 
only deſired an exemption for their own: "ct 
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of Leith, but likewiſe for the whole Frith of 
As no local contribution for the general ſer- 


vice of the State could be Conſtitutionally ex- 
ated, without the conſent of the people, ex- 


cept in a caſe of abſolute neceſſity, the exiſt. 


ence of which, perhaps the Miniſter could not 


at chat day eaſily prove; the deſired exemption 


was immediately granted by a particular 


chauſe, as follows, viz. 


* And whereas a doubt may ariſe, whether 
© Coals, Culm, and Cinders, carried from the 
* Bridge of Stirling, which is on the Frith of 


* Forth, to the town of Dunbar, are liable to 


the duties by this Act impoſed, as if the 

„ werecarried to ſea, It is hereby provided, 
« enacted, and declared, that ſuch Coal, Culm, 
* and Cinders, fo carried from the Bridge of 


Stirling, to the town of Dunbar, or to any 


” part betwixt them, ſhall not by reaſon of 
* Iuch carriage, be liable to the duties by this 


Ali impoſed, any thing in this Act to the 


» 


* contraty notwithſtanding.” > 

Following this . County of Cum- 
berland obtained an exemption between Ellen 
Foot and Bank End, by the 8 Geo. I. cap. 14. 


' Edinburgh could never have chou t of ſuf- 


 fering a local contribution to be levied on 


Coals, 


any Bo . Fray on, 
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Coals, becauſe it always takes care to ſee th 
Inhabitants ſerved with that neceſſary of life, 
upon the moſt reaſonable terms. When Cogls 
become ſcarce, and above the common ſtand-' 
ard price, the Magiſtrates grant a Bounty on 
Importation, provide places at the City's ex» 
pence, for depoſiting the Coals until diſpoſed. 
of, and ſuffer Coal ſhips to paſs free of all 
ſhore dues, beaconage, and anchorage. = 


Their advertiſement at the commencement 
of the preſent winter, was as follows, viz. 


| « COALS, ” 
* Edinburgh Council Chamber, Ofteber 2g, 179. 


„% The Right Hon. the Lord Provoſt, Ma- 
* giſtrates and Council, having taken into ſe- 
© rious conſide ration the great diſtreſs the 
* Poor of the Metropolis and its liberties are 
* under, from the preſent ſcarcity and high 
price of Coals.“ 5 


RESOLIVED, © During ſuch ſcarcity, not 
* only to diſpenſe with the whole duties pay- 
able to the City, viz. Shore dues, beaconage, 
and anchorage on ſhips importing Coals, but 
* alſo do hereby offer a Premium of One Shilling 
" ſterling per ton, on the firſt ten thouſand 2 
5 D 2 o 
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* of Coals, that ſhall be imported into the har. 
„ bour of Leith, after the 31ſt of October, 
current, and fold for the uſe of private fami- 
lies only, to be paid by the City Chamber. 
ain, on producing a Certificate of the quan- 
* tity ſo delivered, from a perion „eee 
* by the Magiſtrates to attend the delivery of 
* each cargo. And further, to encourage a 
2" Prog importation of Coals to Leith, by 

* {hip-maſters and others, who have no areas 
* or folds of their own; and to prevent loſs of 
time, the Timber Buſh of Leith, is (without 
* fees of any kind) appropriated for the recep- 

tion of any quantity of Coals, not 1mmed:- 

* ately diſpoſed of on the Quays, to be ſold 
** to private families only, the proprietors be- 
ing entitled to the premium on producing 
* certificates as above, whether the Coals have 
been ſtored for ſale in the Timber Buſh, or 
J FOnes.” 7] 
1 Exlracted from the Records.” 


6c 


About a fortnight after the commencement 
of that Bounty, a Committee was appointed 
for the laudable purpoſe of opening a Sub- 
ſcription for reducing the price of Coals to 
ſuch a ſtandard, as might render the purchaſe 
of it eaſy to the lower claſs of people, as ap- 
pears by the following advertiſement, publiſhed 
in the Edinburgh Gazetteer, Tueſday, Novem- 
ber 16, 1792, 8 1 
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« INDUSTRIOUS POOR.” 


% A number of reſpectable Citizens having 
% met together, for the purpoſe of taking into 
« their conſideration the great ſcarci el, 
* and the melancholy ſituation of the induſtri- 
* ous Poor came to the benevolent Reſolution, 
& That a Committee ſhould be inſtituted for, 
the laudable intent of opening a Subſcription - 
for reducing the enormous price of Coals to 
“ ſuch a ſtandard, as might render the pur- 
© chaſe of it eaſy to the above claſs of people, 
* when preſent diſtreſs was in the extreme. 
«© The Committee being convened, a Sub ſcrip- 
« tion was inſtantly opened to carry the above 
plan into effect, and Mr. Handyſide, mer- 
* chant Exchange, was appointed Treaſurer.“ 


The Public is humbly requeſted to ob- 
« ſerve, that the ſmalleſt donation at this ſea- 
* ſon of general ſcarcity, will be conſidered as 
* a compaſſionate offering to the indigent and 
* diſtreſſed Citizen.” 


N. B. Subſcription Papers will be found 
in the Coffee-Houſes, and other places of 
public reſort.“ 


The Inhabitants of Edinburgh are making 
ſtill further exertions, in order to obtain chea 
Coals, as appears by the Edinburgh Herald of 
Wedneſday 


1 
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Wedneſday, the 28th of November, 1792, 
which ſays, © This day the Lord Provoſt, 
Magiſtrates, and Council of this City, came to 
the unanimous Reſolution of employing the 
moſt eminent Engineers, to make a Survey and 
Report as to the practicability of executing a 
Canal from the Weſt Country, to bring Coals 
and other articles, which there abound at a 


cheap rate, to this City; | 


Perhaps the Scotch are, in ſome reſpects, a 
century behind the Engliſh, but in regard to 
the uſeful knowledge of procuring cheap Sea 
Coal, free of king's duty; it muſt be confeſſed 


that the Metropolis of England is within two 
years of being a compleat century behind the 


Metropolis of the North. 
| The celebrated Author of the Inquiry into 


the Nature and Cauſes of the Wealth of Na- 


tions, gives the Theory of a Bounty inſtead of 
a Duty on Coals, which the Metropolis of 


Scotland has literally reduced to practice. He 


ſays, In a country where winters are ſo cold 
* as in Great-Britain, Fuel is, during that ſea- 
« ſon, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, a ne- 
* ceſlary of life not only for the purpoſe of 
*- dreſſing victuals, but for the comfortable 
* ſubſiſtence of many different forts of work- 
* men, who work within doors, and Coals 
* are the cheapeſt of all fuel. The 780 4 
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« fuel has ſo important an influence upon that 
& of labour, that all over Great-Britain ma- 
© nufactures have confined themſelves prin- 
4 cipally to the Coal Countries, other parts of 
the country, on account of the high price of 
© this neceſſary article, not being able to work 
* ſo cheap. In ſome manufactures beſides, 
Coal is a neceſſary inſtrument of trade, as 
« in thoſe of Glaſs, Iron, and all other metals. 
If a Bounty could in any caſe be reaſonable, 


* it mi = „be ſo upon. the tranſpor- 
— 2 Kg A * of the a 
* try in which they abound, to thoſe in which 
* they are wanted. But the Legiſlature, in- 
s ftead of a Bounty, has impoſed a Tax of 
“Three Shillings and Threepence a ton upon 
© Coal carried coaſtwiſe, which, upon molt 
* ſorts of Coal, is more than fixty per cent. 
_ © of the original price at the *egal-pit. Coals 
© carried either by land, or by inland naviga- 
© tzon, pay no duty.- Where they are natu- 
rally cheap, they are conſumed duty free; 
« where they are naturally dear, they are load- 
ed with a heavy duty.“ 


The Ingratitude of this country ſuffered that 
— 2 die unrewarded. His private la- 
at the cloſe of life procured him inte- 

reſt, through which he was appointed one of 
the Board of Cuſtoms in Scotland. A few 
Fears ſince, when he was called to London 
| attend 
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attend the Treaſury Board on the ſubje& of 
Officers' Fees, he ſhewed me the papers re- 
lative to that buſineſs; and I have not yet been 


able to forget my indignation, on ſeeing ſuch 
_ tranſcendent abilities ſmothered in the tram- 


mels of a. Treaſury. But whoever ſees his 


writings, will find no cauſe of regret. In his 


Inquiry into. the Wealth of Nations, he has 
anticipated the wiſdom of ages—he has filled 


the world with knowledge—he reſembles the 
meridian ſun, before whom all other lights 
diſappear. | 


The on of York, like the City of London, 
had negle 
King's local contribution on Coals, Culm, and 
Cinders, and likewiſe had omitted to repre- 
ſent the injuſtice of continuing the exaction, 
after the laws which impoſed the duty had be- 
come null and void; but the Inhabitants of 


the City of York are now making ſome exer-. 


tions, for the purpose of counteracting that op- 
gy local duty. They have not gone ſo 
ar as to grant a Bounty, but individuals are 
now raiſing a Subſcription, in order to reduce 
the exorbitant price of Coals, as appears by 
the following Summons from the Mayor, pub- 
liſhed in the York Herald, Saturday, Novem- 
ber 10, K FE" $ IE 
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* CITY OF YORK. 


In purſuance of a Requiſition, ſigned by |. 
* many moſt reſpectable Inhabitants of this 
City, who were met at the York Tavern, to 
* take into conſideration the entering into a 
subſcription for the purchaſing Sea or other 
* Coals, in order to ſerve the poor houſe- 
* keepers at the cheapeſt rate, and for more 
© effectually ſupplying the town with that ne- 
* ceſſary article, I requeſt a General Meetin 
of the Inhabitants of this City at Guildhall, 
* on Monday next, at twelve o'clock, for the 
further conſideration of the ſame buſineſs. 


% Ra. DopsworTH, Mayor, 
* Guildhall, Nov. g, 1792.“ 


The ſucceſs of that Meeting appears by the 
York Courant of Monday, the 1gth of No- 
vember, 1792, which ſays, © At a numerous 
and reſpectable Meeting, held at the Guild- 
* hall on Monday laſt, to conſider of effec- 
* tual means of ſupplying this City with Coal, 
and the poor ih that neceſſary article on 
* moderate terms, ſeveral Reſolutions were 
agreed on, and the ſum of J. 69g 175. was 
immediately ſubſcribed to effect theſe de- 
© fireable purpoſes. A moſt liberal Subſcrip- 
* tion throughout the town has ſince taken 

E | place, 
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* place, which, we doubt not, will very ma- 
* terially tend to lower the exorbitant price 
* which has been charged for this material 
domeſtic necellary.” 


Such are the efforts of the City of York to 


reduce the exorbitant price of Coals, al- 
though the King's local contribution at that 
place 1s only Five Shillings and Sixpence per 
Chalder, while at London it is Eight Shillings 
and Ten- pence per chalder, a greater number 
of fraudulent exactions having been made at 
London than at York. 


_ Fhe ſecond conſtituent part of the preſent 
conſolidated local exaction on Coals, Culm, and 
Cinders, which was originally ſanctioned by 
Parliament, is two ſhillings per chaldron, and 
one ſhilling and four-pence per ton, on Coals; 
lour-pence eight twentieths per chaldron on 
Culm, and two ſhillings per chaldron on Cin- 
ders, for the term of 32 years, from the 8th of 
March 1710, by the AR 9 Anne, cap. 6, in- 
tituled, An Act for reviving, continuing, and 
* appropriating certain duties upon ſeveral 
Commodities to be exported, and certain 

duties upon Caals to be waterborn and car- 
fried coaftwiſe ; and for granting further 
duties upon Candles, for 32 years, to raiſe 
* £-1,500,000 by way of a Lottery, for the 
* ſervice of the year 171 f, and for ſuppreſſing 
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* ſuch unlawful Lotteries, and ſuch Infurance 
Offices, as are therein mentioned.“ 


The Preamble runs thus, May it pleaſe 
your moſt excellent Majeſty, We, your Ma- 
« jeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
aſſembled, being defirous by the moſt ſpeedy, 
«* eaſy, and effectual ways and means, to raiſe 
the neceſſary Supplies for proſecuting the 
* preſent War, (in which your Majeſty hath 
* been for ſome years engaged) againſt the 
* French King, and for e wy Ma- 
« jelty at the end thereof, to eſtabliſh a good 
« and laſting Peace, have for that end and pur- 
* pole,” &c. 


A + 


It appears, that the Metropolis of Scotland 
had not relaxed its vigilance on this occaſio 
for the Act 9 Anne, cap. 6, contains a clauſe o 
exemption for the Frith of Forth, conceived in 
the very ſame terms with that granted by the 
8 Anne, cap. 4. | 


Both duties are under the fame regulations, 
and together make, Five ſhillings per chalder on 
C oals 5 | | | | 2 


The duty by 8 Anne, cap. 4, was made per- 
petual by the Act 5 Geo, I. cap. 19.; andthe 
E 2 * 
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duty by 9 Anne, cap. 6, was made perpetual 


by the Act 3 Geo. I. cap. 7. 


| = v 

As ſome Gentlemen of undoubted abilities, 
but whoſe attention has not been directed to a 
cloſe examination of the various parts of the 
complicated machinery of the old Syſtem, have 
greatly miſconceived the meaning of the Le- 
giſlature in regard to the terms of the continu- 
ance of duties; and alſo with reſpect to the 
appropriation of duties, granted prior to the 


New Syſtem introduced by the Conſolidation 


Act, in the year 1787, I ſhall ſtate a few par- 


ticulars, to enable ſuch Gentlemen to correct 


their erroneous notions, in regard to theſe ſub- 


a jects. 


. Under the preſent Syſtem, the duties are not 
employed as in{truments to borrow money, 
They remain abſolutely free from all incum- 
brances whatever ; but the monies ariſing from 
their daily or comman operation, are all car- 
ried to one great general Fund, called the Con- 
ſolidated Fund; and that Fund alone is charged 
with the Intereſt of the National Debt. There 
is, however, an exception to this general rule, 


in the caſe of a late duty on Sugar, Which, 
along with a portion of certain other duties, 1s 


kept apart, and directed to continue in force, 

until they produce the ſpecific ſum | 

4.1, 83g, O00 agreeably to the Act 31 Geo. III. 
| * 1 


1 


( 29 ) 


LEY 


; 
cap. 15, to help to defray the expence of a late 


Armament. 


But* under the Old Syſtem, the National 


Debt was charged, not on a general Fund, 


but on the duties reſpectively. The duties 
ſerved two diſtinct purpoſes. They raiſed. 
money by their daily or common operation, 
and were alſo occaſionally employed as inſtru- 
ments to borrow money, for the extraordinary 
Service of the State. The ſums Faro 
were not proportionate to the real value of the 
duties, becauſe it was impoſſible to eſtimate the 
true value of a duty in futurity, the duration 


and produce of which, muſt be precarious. 


The ſum borrowed on a duty was therefore 
proportionate, not to the real, but to the nomi- 


nal value. The nominal value of a duty, de- 


pended on the term ſpecified for its continu- 
ance, as well as on its produce. The nominal 
value of a duty, which had been granted for a 
tpecific term, could be encreaſed by means of 
a prolongation of the term of continuance, 
without any augmentation of the rate of the 


duty. When Parliament wanted to berrow 


money, and yet were loth to impoſe freſh 
Taxes, the ſtate of the exiſting duties was 
examined to ſee, whether the nominal value of 
any of them would admit of augmentation, by 
means of a farther continuance, If it was found 

however, 
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however, that all the duties had been already 
perpetuated and incumPBred to the utmoſt of 
their power, neceſſity obliged Parliament to 
pes a freſh tax, to be uſed as an inſtrument 
to borrow the ſum required, and for the time 
being, provide for the Intereſt by its produce, 
in the common courſe of its operation. But, 
if on the contrary, there happened to be ©: 
the Lift a duty, which had been granted tor 
only a ſpecific term, Parliament, in fuch cle, 
qualified it for borrowing the ſum required, 
by augmenting its nominal value, through a 
rolongation of the term of contiruance, and 
thereby for the time, avoided the impoſition 
of a freſh tax. When the greateſt pollible ſum 
was to be borrowed on any duty, ſuch duty 
was qualified for the purpoſe, by being made 
perpetual, x 17 55 
On the repeal of an encumbered Tax, its 
incumbrance was transferred to ſome of the 
exiſting duties, which could admit of an ad- 
ditional incumbrance, or to ſome freſh Tax, 
impoſed for the purpole. In the caſe of the 
Faxes proving unproductive, and infuthcient 
for the National Expenditure, the defe& was 
ſupplied by the impoſition of freſh Taxes; and 
when there happened to be a conſiderable ba- 
lance in favour of the Nation, Parliament either 
remitted ſome of the Taxes, or applied part = 


En 


A balance to the reduction of BY National 
t. | 


Gentlemen who are not converſant in theſe 
regulations of the old ſyſtem, have imagined 
that the terms of years for which duties had 
been granted, were intended to govern the 
actual duration of ſuch duties, not conſiderin 
that the terms of continuance were afhxe 
merely for the purpoſe of qualifying the dutzes 
as inſtruments to borrow money for the extra- 
ordinary occaſions: of the State, As the in- 
cumbrance of a repealed Tax was transferred 
to ſome exiſting duty, no tax was reſponſible 
for its incumbrance any longer than ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, as were unconnected with the in- 
cumbrance, rendered it expedient for the tax 
to exiſt, Therefore a mere temporary tax often 
appeared to be granted for a much longer term 
than it was expedient for it to exist, and even 
in many inſtances was made perpetyal ; but as 
theſe continuations of the duty were ſolely for 
the purpoſe'of qualifying it to borrow money, 
the duty did not ſubſiſt a moment longer or 
ſhorter on account of ſuch nominal continu- 
ations. For inſtance, the duties on Glaſs 
Wares, and Stone and Earthen Bottles, which 
had been granted for five years by the 6th and 
7th of William III. cap. 18, were made per- 
petual by the Act 7th and 8th of William III. 
cap. 31, and yet were repealed by the 208 

9 an 
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9 and 10 William III. cap. 45, and the Act 10 
and 11 William III. cap. 18. Thus it is evi- 


dent, that theſe duties did not ſubſiſt longer 
than three years, although they had been firſt 


granted for five years, and afterwards made 


perpetual. 


Having pointed out the real purpoſe of the 


terms of the continuance of duties under the 
old ſyſtem, I ſhall next ſhew that ſuch terms 
could not have been intended to govern the 
actual duration of the duties. | 


The Act 8 Anne, cap. 4, paſſed in the year 
1709, granting the duty for 32 years, from the 


29th of September, 1710, which would not 
expire until the 29th of September, 1742; yet 


the duty was made perpetual in the year 1718, 


by the Act 53 Geo. I. cap. 19. Had theſe con- 


tinuations been intended to govern the actual 
duration of the duty, the Legiſlature would 


not have taken the trouble, in the year 1718, 


to prolong the term of continuance, but would 
have waited until the year 1742, when they 
might have been better able to judge how far 
it would be proper to grant a prolongation of 
the continuance. 


Although a duty was employed as an inſtru- 


ment to borrow money, yet it was neither ne- 
ceſſary, nor the practice to oblige that parti- 
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cular duty to continue reſponſible for the in- 
cumbrance; becauſe, if the intereſt of the 
debt had been provided for, it was a matter 
of indifference whether it was paid by the duty 
on which the money had been borrowed, or 
any other duty granted in its room. Duties 
on Whale Fins and Scotch Linen were granted 
in room of the repealed duties on Glaſs, Stone, 
and Earthen Wares, which had been made 
— as appears by the Act 9 and 10 
William III. cap. 45, which ſhews that the Le- 
iſlature means only that the intereſt of the 
ebt ſhould be provided for, without any 
regard to the continuance of the particular 
duties, by which the money had been bor- 
rowed. It therefore follows, that the Le- 
iflature could have no motive for granting the 
pecific terms of continuance by way of go- 
verning the actual duration of the particular 
duty on which the money was borrowed. 


A duty might be granted for raiſing a ſpe- 
cific ſum, as in the extraordinary caſe of the 
late Duty on Sugar, but no end could have 
been ſerved by ſpecifying a term of actual du- 
ration, becauſe the produce of every duty is 
precarious. Under the new ſyſtem, the duties 
are not employed as the inſtruments of bor- 
rowing money, therefore the duties are not 
granted for ſpecific terms. The great collec- 
tion of National Duties, eſtabliſned by the Con- 

F ſolidation 


” 
ſolidation Act, were not granted for any he 
cific term. The ſecond ſection ſimply . 
that from and after the 10th day of May, 1787, 
there ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected, and 
paid unto his Majeſly the reſpective duties 
enumerated in the Schedule and Tables mark. 
ed A, B, C, D, E. N 


Some gentlemen have ſuppoſed that the par- 
ticular duties were reſpectively mortgaged for 
the ſums they had been employed to borrow, 
not conſidering that there could be no necel- 
ſity for ſubjecting any particular duty to that 

inconvenience, and that it would have de- 
prived the Legiſlature of the pewer which they 
a+ all times poſſeſſed, of granting a Repeal of 

utes. y 


Hence it is evident, that the terms of the 
continuance of duties under the old ſyſtem 
were granted ſolely for the purpoſe of giving 
a nominal value to the duties, in order to qua- 
hfy them for borrowing ſpecific ſums for the 
extraordinary occaſions of the State, and that 
It could not be the meaning of the Legiſlature 
that theſe terms ſhould govern the actual du- 
ration of the duties; that the Legiſlature never 
betrayed the 1gnorance to preſume to prede- 
termine the actual duration of the duties, and 
that notwithſtanding of the continuance for 
ſpecific terms, or to perpetuity, one, 

| | nie 


(0) 


panied with heavy incumbrances, the, duties 
were at all times at liberty to be repealed, as 
if no ſuch incumbrances had been charged 
upon them, and no ſuch terms of continuance 
had been granted. | | 


From theſe obſervations it will appear, that 
all the circumſtances relative to the duties 
having been granted for the term of 32 2 
to their being afterwards made perpetual, and 
to their being charged with incumbrances, 
muſt be left entirely out of the queſtion as 70" 
the time when the Afts 8 and 9 Anne became null 
and void, 1 | 1 


The Act 6 and 7, W, III. which introduced 
the local duty on Coals and Culm, ſhews both 
by the Title and Preamble, that the duty wa 
granted for carrying on a war againſt France; and 
the two Acts of 8 and 9 Anne, which conti- 
nue the duties, declare by their Preambles, 
that the duties were granted fer proſecuting the 
War, in which her Majeſty had been + ſeveral years 
engaged againſt the French King, and for enabling 
her Majeſty, at the end thereof, ta eſtabliſh a good 
and laſting Peace. een 63 


The produce of the two duties aided the 
Supplies for proſecuting the War; and on 
the 11th of April, 1713, the Peace was ſigned 
at Utrecht. The Acts 8 and 9 Anne having 

a 


thus ſerved the purpoſes for which they h 
, 77 Ol been 
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until the preſent day. 
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been granted, became NULL and VOID at 
that period; but the Revenue Officers have 
continued to exact both the Contributions, 


| 


Whatever undue motives may be attributa- 
ble to thoſe who firſt continued theſe two ex- 
actions, and alſo another exaction which ſhall 
be ſtated, after they had ſerved the purpoſes 
for which they had been granted, I wiſh it 
to be underſtood, that the Public Men of the 
preſent day, ſo far as they have been concern- 


ed in continuing and multiplying theſe illicit 


Contributions, and in foiſting them into the 
Conſolidation Att, may nevertheleſs be free 


from any criminal intention, although they 


may have been highly reprehenſible on the 


fcore of egregious negligence. 


is It does not appear, that the attention of P ar- 


liament has ever once been called to the ſub- 


ect of the actual duration of the local contri- 

utions in queſtion, ſince the times they were 
impoſed by the 8 and 9 Anne ; for it muſt be 
carefully obferved, that, although the duties 
were made perpetual, in order to be employed 
as inſtruments to borrow money for the State, 
yet the Legiſlature by that tranſaction, was not 

d to the conſideration of the grounds on 
which the duties had been granted, or the time 
when they ought to have ceaſed. lg 


— — —— ́ ꝙ ↄꝑ—. 
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The Committee on the Conſolidatien Bill, 
attended particularly to the alterations in the 
duties on Wood and Drugs, and ſuch like 
avowed alterations, but all other matters were 
neceſſarily left to the management of Men, eſ- 
pecially appointed for the purmole, who acted 
under the immediate eye and direction of the 
Miniſter, as it would have been abſolutely. 
impracticable for the Committee to have en- 
tered into the minutize of the proceſs of the 
conſolidation of the duties. 


By the firſt ſection of the Conſolidation Act, 

all former duties were repealed, but the ſe- 
cond ſection {ſubſtitutes new duties in their 
room; and in Schedule A, the confolidated 
local duties on Coals, Culm, and Cinders, are 
inſerted without any notification of the extra- 
ordinary circumſtances under which they had 
been introduced; conſequently, the new ſyſ- 
tem ſuppreſſes every fact which could lead to 
a detection of the fraud. 23; tri Gig l 


I now proceed to the third conſtituent part 
of the preſent conſolidated local contribution 
on Coals and Culm, at the port of London. 


In conſequence of the Fire of London, a duty 
payable to the Lord Mayor, was granted on 
all Coals brought to the port of London, at 
the rate of twelve-pence per chaldron, to — 
. 15 29tl 3 
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20th of September, 7716; and two ſhillings 


r chaldren to the 15th of May, 1716, for re- 
dmg 51 parochial churches, and other 

tic works within the City of London, for 
iſning and adorning the Cathedral Church 


of St. Paul's, London, and for repairing the 
Collegiate Church of St. Peter, Weſtminſter, 
by virtue of the following Acts, viz. | 


19 Car. 2, cap. g. 


1 


Jas. 2, cap. 15. 


8 and 9 W. III. cap. 14. 
I 1 825 Stat. 2, cap. 12. 


On the 14th of February, 1710, a Petition of 
the Miniſters, Church-Wardens, and ſeveral 


other Inhabitants of Greenwich, was prefetited 
to the Hotiſe of Commons, praying that the 
ſum of . 5000 might be aſſigned for re- build- 


ing the Parnſh Church at Greenwich, out of 


the ſai 


ti 8. 


The Houſe ordered the Petition to be refer- 
red io # Committee, to examine the matter 
thereof, and report the fame ; and alſo, 10 con- 


ſider what Churches were wanting within the Cities 


of Lonton and Weftminfter. 


On the 28th of February, 1710, the Lower 


Houſe of Convecutio ſent a Meſſage to the 


Houſe 


( #9 ) 


Houſe of Commons, thanking them- for their 
attention to the Churches, and offering to im- 
part ſuch lighis as they were able to afford on 


the ſubject. 


On the 1ſt of March, 1710, the Houſe of 
Commons reſolved to receive all ſuch infor- 
mation as might be offered by the Clergy of 
the Lower Houſe of -Convocation, relating to 
Religion, and the welfare of the Eflabh 
Church. | | 


On the 10th of March, 1 710, the Houſe of 
Commons received from the Lower Houle of 
Convocetion, a ſcheme of the Churches in and 
near the Cities of Landon and Welkminſter, 


On the 29th of March, 1911, the Queenſent 
a Meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, ſignify- 


ing that ſhe had received an Addreſs from the 
Convocation to recommend te the Parliament 
the neceſſary work of building more churches, 
and that ſhe approved of the undertaking, and 
heartily recommended the fame to the Houſe. 


On the 2d of April, 1911, the Houſe of 
Commons addreſſed her Majefty, expreſſing - 
their readineſs to grant whatever was neceflary 
toaccompliſn the deſhign, 


Her Majeſty's Anſwer, of the gth of April, 
1711, was as follows, viz. q 
8 EN- 


8) 


„ GENTLEMEN, 

« Your Addreſs is edtjomety acceptable to 
me, as it is a proof of your zeal for the in- 
« tereſt of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and for the 
on * advancement of mou gion. 


«I will take care that what you u grant _ 
jn the moſt ſpeedy and effectual manner, be 


* applied to the * Purpoſe or which it is 
* jntended“ 


| On the 6th of April, 1711, * committee 
appointed to conſider what Churches were 
wanting within the Cities of London and Weſt- 
minſter, and Suburbs thereof, and alſo to con- 
| ſider of the ſcheme laid before the Houſe by 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation, referred 
likewi ſe to that Committee, made the tollow- 
ing Report, VIZ, 


That the computations of the ſaid ſcheme | 
* have been carefully made. 


« Thas within the pariſhes ne in che 
e faid ſcheme, there are but 28 Churches and 
0 Chapels, or Tabernacles 18. 


* That there are within theſe" pariſhes 
“Meeting Houſes for Preſbyterians 26, Ana- 
« baptiſts 23, for re, 14, for Independ- 

66 ents 


* 
cc 


hat there are by computation within the 


6 
ents 12, in all 75; and alſo 1 g French Con- 
gregations. 088 157 
ſaid pariſhes 80, 159 families, and in thoſe 
families about 513,000 ſouls, 17 5 
„ That allowing the 18 Chapels or Taber- 


nacles to be capable of receiving as many 
perſons as ei 
poſing the preſent number of Churches up- 


t Churches do, and ſup- 


on that allowance to be 36, and 4750 ſouls 
to belong to each of thoſe 36 Churches, they 
will in the whole contain but 171, ooo ſouls, 
which is only a third part of the ſaid 513,000 
ſouls, ſo that there will be about 342000, 
ergy two thirds of the whole number of 

Ils) for whom no Churches are as yet pro- 


vided. 


“That upon the foot of this computation, 


72 new Churches would be requiſite for the 
reception of thofe two thirds, if all of them 
were of the Communion of the Church of 
England. | 


© But the Committee do compute that the 


cc 


«c 


66 


number of French Proteſtants and Diſſenters 
within the ſaid pariſhes, mentioned in the 
{aid Scheme, do amouns# to about 101,500, 

"> _ «© which 


My bi 1 
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| *. which being deducted out of 342,000, there 


* will remain 240,500 of the Communion of 
„ the Church of England for whom no 
« Churches are provided. | 


W]Whereupon the Committee came to the 
“following Reſolution : 


RxSsOLVED, © That it is the opinion of this 
« Committee, that in the ſeveral pariſhes in 
«* and about the Suburbs of the Cities of Lon- 
% don and Weſtminſter, fifty new Churches 
are neceſlary to be erected for the recep- 
tion of all ſuch as are of the Communion of 
the Church of England, computing 4750 
* ſouls to each Church.” bs 


The ſaid Reſolution was agreed to by the 
Houſe. 


Between the 23d of February and the 27th 


'of April, 1711, there were twenty Petitions 


preſented to the Houſe of Commons, praying 
to build, re-build, or enlarge Churches. 


On the 8th of May, 1711, the Houſe re- - 
ſolved, © That a ſum, not exceeding £.350,000 
be granted to her Majeſty, for the building 
of fifty new Churches, and for the IU” 

1 ee 02 * '- Utes 
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ſites of Churches and Church-yards, or Burial 

laces, and Houſes for the habitations of the 
Ini dere of the ſaid Churches, in and about 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, or Sub- 
urbs thereof; and for making ſuch Chapels as 
are already built and capable thereof, Pariſh 
Churches; and alſo for finiſhing the Repairs 
of the Collegiate Church of St. Peter's, Welt. 
minſter, and the Chapels of the ſame.” 


The Houſe alſo conceived it proper, that an 
Act ſhould paſs in the mean time, to be uſed 
as an inſtrument to borrow money; but, di- 
recting, that the commencement of the duties 
ſhould not take place until the year 1716, 
when the old duties would expire. 


On the 18th of May, 1711, a Bill for that 
purpoſe was read the firſt time. On the 26th 
it was read a ſecond time; and on the 28th, it 
was read the third time, when it paſſed Nemzne 
Contradicente. The Act was of the gth Anne, 
cap. 22, impoling the following duties on all 
Coals and Culm brought coaſtwiſe to the port 
of London, viz. A duty of two ſhillings per 
chalder or ton, from the 14th of May, to the 
29th of September, 1716; and a duty of three 
ſhillings per chalder or ton, from the 29th Sep- 
tember, 1716, to 29th of September, 1724; 

and Section ſecond declares, ** And be it fur- 
. 82 "= * ther 
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* Chapels of the ſame; and alſo fot app ine 


tam? 


te ther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
& all and every ſuch ſum and ſums of money, 
*« which ſhall be raiſed, collected, and levied by 
5 virtue of this Act, (the neceſſary Charges of 
* railing — and accounting for the ſame 
* alwiſe excepted) ſhall from time to time be 
* brought and paid into the Receipt of the 
« Exchequer, and by force and virtue of this 
Act, are and ſhall be appropiated, iſſued, ap- 
« plied, and diſpoſed, for the building of fifty 
« new Churches of ſtone, and other materials, 
« with towers or ſteeples to each of them, and 
« for purchaſing of ſites of Churches, and 


„ Church-yards, and Burying places, in or 
*. near the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
* or. the Suburbs thereof; and for making 


ſuch Chapels Churches, as are already built, 
and capable thereof Pariſh Churches; and 


_ « for purchaſing Houſes for the habitations of 


„ the Miniſters of the ſaid Churches, and for 
applying the ſum of £- 4000 per annum, out 
of the ſaid duties and impoſitions towards 
„the repairing and finiſhing the Collegiate 
Church of St. Peter, Weſtminſter, and the 


* the ſum of J. 6000 per annum, out of the 
*« {aid duties and impoſitions ariſing by this 
* Act, towards finiſhing Greenwich Hoſpital, 
6“ and the Chapel thereunto belonging, and to 

. R 


(as 3 


or for none other uſe, intent, or purpoſe, 
© whatſoever.” 


Sect. g. And it is hereby declared and 
« enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
„there ſhall 4 erected and built of ſtone, and 
* other proper materials, fifty Churches with 
towers, or ſteeples to each of them, whereof 
* one ſhall be erected in the Pariſh of Eaſt 
© Greenwich, in the County of Kent.” | 


On the paſling of this Act, Commiſſioners 

were appointed by a Commiſſion, iſſued under 
the Great Seal of Great Britain, dated 21ſt of 
September, 171 1, to carry the Act ſo far as reſ- 
pected the Building the Churches, into effect, 
and their powers were afterwards enlarged by 
Act of Parliament. | 


By the. Act 1. Geo. I. Stat. 2, cap. 23, the 

local duties which had been granted until the 

29th of September, 1724, were continued until 

the 28th of September, 1725, and appropriated 

towards providing due maintenances for the 
Miniſters of the Churches. 


In order to qualify the duties to raiſe 
L. 360,000for the Churches, and alſo £.528,320 
15. gd. for the general ſervice of the State, 
they were continued for the term of 32 years, 
ending the 25th of March, 1751, by the "= Hs 

| | | CO. 


— — 
— MM Moe 4 
= — SEN — 
n - = 27% 


— 
— — 

tt IO. —ů | — — 

—— —— 


- l 
— — = 1 
e 
— —— = l 
. — 
-_» Xs - p-> — * 
& — 2 CY 
mM I 2 
_ ST 
* = _— 2 -_ — 
< — A * Nd 
o « — 


59 — . 
— 


60 ſent Majeſty, a duty of three ſhillings per 


646) 


Geo. I. cap. 9. It is here carefully to be ob. 
ſerved, that although Parliament made uſe of 
the duty as an inſtrument to borrow money, and 
for that purpoſe „ e its nominal value, 
by a continuation for g2 years ; yet the duty 
was not to be reſponſible for the incumbrance, 
neither was the nominal continuance to have 


the ſmalleſt effect to govern the actual dura- 
tion of the local duty. Under the miſtaken 


notion however, that Parliament had been 
taking into conſideration the ſpace of time in- 


tended for the actual duration of the duties, 
and had really meant, that the duties ſhould at 


all events continue for 32 years, the City of 


Lon don ſent the following Petition to the 


Houſe of Commons, viz. 


Feb. 24, 1718. 
To the Homurable the Commons of Great-Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled. 

The Humble Petition of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council of the City of Lon- 

| don, 

Sheweth, - | 
„% THAT by two ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
* ment, the one made 1u the gth year of the 
* reign of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, the 
other in the firſt year of the reign of his pre- 


* 


chalder, 


a t 2 


66 


„general.“ 


E 


chalder, and three ſhillings per ton, is laid 
upon all Coals imported and brought into 


the port of the City of London, or the River 
of Thames, within the ſaid City, to continue 
till the 28th day of September, 1725, to be 


applied towards building fifty new Churches, 


in and about the Cities of London and Weſt- 
minſter, and Suburbs thereof, and other pur- 
poſes mentioned in the ſaid two ſeveral 
Acts.” EG YU DOT | | 


© That your Petitioners are informed that 


a Bill is now ordered to be brought into, or 


depending in this Honourable Houſe, where- 
by the ſaid duties are to be continued for 
32 years from Lady-day next, and made a ' 


Fund for the public Service.” 


* That your Petitioners humbly conceive 
the continuance of this duty will only affect 
the City of London, and parts adjacent, eſ- 
pecially in their Trade and Manufacture, 
although the money to be raiſed thereby is 
intended for the ſervice of the Nation in 


- 


'«. Your Petitioners therefore humbly 
22 ſubmit the Premiſes to the con- 
* hiderationof this Honorable Houſe. 


As 


4) 


As this Petition was founded on mere miſ- 
apprehenſion of the meaning of the Legiſla- 
ture, it was rejected without a Debate ; and 
it is to be preſumed, that ſome Member 
would explain the matter to the Citizens, on 
that occaſion, | „ 


The local duty was granted to the King by 
way of indemniſication to the State, for the 
expences it incurred by providing the Churches; 
conſequently, the City had no juſt ground of 
Application to the Legiſlature, until the in- 
demnification was fully made good ; yet it 
a , that the City, in the year 1727, made 
a ſecond premature Application tothe Houſe of 
Commons, under a ſimilar miſapprehenſion of 
the meaning of Parliament. | 


The local duty on Coals and Culm, along. 
with ſeveral other duties, had been made per- 
petual by the 5 Geo. I. cap. , in order to bor- 
row ſeveral Millions. from the South Sea Com- 
pany and Parliament, m the year 1727, by the 
Act 1. Geo. II. Stat. 2. cap. 8, redeemed the 
local Coal duty from that incumbrance, and 
charged it only with the ſpecific ſum of 
L. 1,750,00, or an Annuity of . 70.000 to the 
Bank of England, being at the rate of 4 per 
Cent. per Annum, on the {aid ſum of L.1,750,000 
which had been borrowed of the Governor 
and Company of that Bank, | 


Although 


( 49 ) 

Although this transfer of incumbrances had 
no connection with the duration of the local 
Coal Duty, the Court of Common Council, of 


the City of London received information that 
the Duty was © propoſed to be continued and 


made a Public Fund for the diſcharge of 


* ſeveral of the Public Debts,” upon which 
the Court ſent a Petition to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as follows, viz. I | 


* in Parliament, aſſembled, 


&* To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, 


Ihe humble Petition of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen,. and Com- 

* mons of the City of London, in 

| „Common Council,” ES 
& Sheweth, Es q 

© That Coals are of abſolute neceſſity in all 


* 


Iron, Copper, and Glaſs Works, and in the 


* Dying, Brewing, Diſtilling, and other Trades 
* carried on in and about the City of London, 
* and as it is manifeſt our neighbouring nations 
* are competitors with us therein, eſpecially 
* in the Woollen and Glaſs Manufactures, by 


being ſupplied with Coals from Newcaltle 


much cheaper than your Petitioners can 
be, by reaſon of the heavy Duties already 


laid upon Coals and Culm imported into the 


Port of the City of London only, which 
effects the trade thereof, and by the inequali- 
1 ö 3 


* 


165 


© ty of the ſaid burthen, is a great diſeourage- 
ment to our Manufactures, as well as an 
hardſhip upon the whole trading people in 
and about the City of London.” 


“ Your Petitioners therefore humbly 
“ ſubmit the Premiſes to the con- 
«© fideration of this Honorable Houle, 
* and Pray ſuch: Relief as to your 
„great Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet.” 


This Petition, like the former, being found. 


ed on a miſconſtruction of the Bill for Tranſ- 
fermg the Incumberances, was rejected with- 
out a Debate. 


When I caſt ny eyes over the Cities of Lon- 


don and Weſtminſter, and Suburbs, I do not 
ſee. near the number of New Churches that 
were ordered to be built; neither do the Jour- 
nals of the Houſe of Commons ſhew how many 
were actually provided, but from accounts of 
the expence of a few of the Churches on the 
Journals of the 23d of January, 1718, it ap- 
pears, that the average expence of fever 
Churches, including the extya expence of the 


Church of St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter, was 
under Twenty Thouſand: Pounds each: I fhalb 


therefore, eſtimate the expenee of the fifty 
Churches, including all the other local benefits, 
with the intereſt, at One Milian On the ſup- 
| : : Pofition 


5 
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polition that all the Churches had been pro- 
vided, the indemnification to Government 
could not have been made good until the year 
+1731, as appears by the following account of 
the produce of the local Duty, viz- 


The quantity of Coals brought to the Port 
of London from 1516 to 1 731, being 6,980,100 
Chalders, the produce of the three ſhillings lo- 
cal duty thereon, amounts to. L.1,047,015 


From which deduct 23 per Cent. 
for prompt payment 26,175 


There enim a full Indemni- | 


fication for the Churches - L. 1,020,840 


As the purpoſes of the Acts impoſing the 
three ſhillings local duty were fully anſwered 


in the year 1731, theſe Acts in that year be- 
came NULL AND VOID; yet it is a fact, 


that Adminiſtration, without Law or Juſtice, 
have continued to levy that Duty on the Port 
of London until the preſent day. 


The money which they have thus illegally 
extorted from the Port of London, under 


the pretext of that three ſhillings Duty, 


lince the year 1731, when the indemnification 


was made good, amounts to Five Millions Three 
NED y hundred 
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Hundred and Forty Thouſand Three Hundred and 
Fifty-ſeven Pounds. 


The prodigious Balance in favour of the 
Nation, which ever ſince the year 1786, has been 
upwards of One Million per annum, is a great 
aggravation of the miſconduct of Miniſters, in 


continuing the Port of London under that 


enormous local Oppreſſion. 


It appears extraordinary, that ſince the In- 
demification was made good, the City of 
London never once applied either to the Legi- 
flature or the Executive Power, to put a ſto 
to this unwarrantable exaction. 


Perhaps they were deterred by the cor- 
ruption of the times. Ten years after that 
28 Sir Robert Walpole carried all before 
him by his conſtant and decided majorities. 
When he retired in the year 1741, the people 
had ſo many evils to lament, that the local 
Duty had eſcaped their notice. On the 12th 
of May, 1741, the Citizens drew up, and de- 
livered to their Members, very full and point- 
ed inſtructions, but there is nothing ſaid in 


regard to Coals. They reprobate ſtanding 


Armies, and their inſtructions in regard to the 
Excile, is conceived in theſe words: When 
ve call to remembrance the iniquitous pro- 


_* ject of extending the Laws of Exciſe over 


*« the 
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the greateſt part of the Traders of this king- 


dom, we require and inſiſt that you would 
* ſtrenuouſly, oppoſe any ſuch attempts for the 
future, and allo promote the entire Repeal, 


or at leaſt a mitigation of thoſe Laws, in 
* behalfof numbers who are already ſubjected 


* to their ſeverity.” The like inſtructions 
were alſo ſent to the ſeveral Members from 


eighteen Counties, twelve Cities, and fifteen 


Boroughs. Among other iniportant mat- 
ters, the High Sheriff and Grand Jury for 
the County of Devon, ſay: „ Reſtore Trien- 


nial Parliaments, the beſt — of Britiſh 


Liberty; uſe your utmoſt endeavours: to 


Amit the number of Placemen and exclude 
* Penſioners from the Houſe of Commons; let 
numerous ſtanding Armies in time of Peace 


* be aboliſhed, in time of War be made uſe- 
« ful.” | 40 8 1 


When a Committee of Secrecy was appoint- 


ed to enquire into Sir Robert's conduct for the 


laſt ten years of his adminiſtration, a ludicrous 
Account appeared, where Mr. Lowther of the 


| Treaſury, had paid Fifty Thouſand Pounds to 


ſeven Scribblers, in favor of Government: one 
of the articles was for, One thouſand one 
hundred Perſuaſives to Impartiality and 
Candour in Judging of the preſent · Admi- 
“ miſtration,” 7 


Experience 


the ton. 
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Experience ſhews, that the Perſuaſives fabri. 


cated by the Treaſury writers of our day, have 


proved more ſucceſsful, for the preſent Admi- 
niſtration, in leſs than half the time have full 


accompliſhed what Sir Robert only attempted. 


All Coals exported from the Port of Lon- 


don, are charged with the three ſhillings local 


duty, on account of having been brought coaſt- 
wiſe, and there is no allowance of drawback 
on exportation, which is a great oppreſſion. on 
the London traders to the Weſt-Indies, it being 
attended with much expence and inconveni- 
ence to freight whole cargoes from New- 


This local duty is the ſame on both a chalder 
and a ton of Coals, although the weight of a 


chalder is about twenty-nine hundred weight; 
the duty ne] againſt the im- 


partation of great Coals, which always pay by 


When this abominable exaction was foiſted | 


ito the Conſolidated Duty, every fact which 


could lead to a detection of the fraud, was 
ſuppreſſed, and there is not a word either 
about Churches or Churches Duty from one 
end of the new Syſtem to the other, 


The 
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The ſuper-addition of that duty to the other 


two conſtituent > por: of the conſolidated con- 


tribution, raiſed the exaction on Coals, at that 
period, to Eight ſhillings per chalder, while it was 
only. five ſhillings per chalder at thoſe other 
ports on the margin of the Iſland, which are 
ſubje to the local contribution. Bi wes 


I now arrive at the third conſtituent part of 
this unwarrantable exaction. * | 


The Act 19 Geo. III. cap. 25, impoſed a ge- 
neral duty over the whole kingdom, called 
© Impolt, 1779,” being five per cent. on all 
former duties. This Act was proſtituted to 
the purpoſes of two diſtin& Acts, and thereby 


| levied two fums inſtead of one, expreſsly con- 


trary to the meaning of the Legiſlature. The 
Duty was firſt declared to be a general duty, 
which it really was, and under that character it 
charged five per cent. of the five ſhillings im- 
poſed by the 8 and:g Anne. Then at the ſame 
inftant it aſſumed the garb of a local duty at the - 
Port of London, and in that diſguiſe took five. 
per cent. of the three ſnillings local duty for 
the Churches, but it was altogether an ille- 
gal charge, becauſe at this time, the laws 
which had impoſed duties on Coals, were 
NULL and VOID, and of courſe, there was 
nota farthing due to the Impoſt, 1779. I 
* | am 
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am ready however to admit, that the Receiver 
of the Coal Duties at the Port of London, 
might have been abſolutely blaineleſs in this 
matter, being under Controul; and likewiſe 
that no perſon mw in liſe has augmented or con- 
tinued the local Contribntion on Coals from 
any undue motive or fraudulent deſign, but 
merely from ignorance or inattention. 


Theſe two charges for the Impoſt, 1779, 
make the chalder of Coals at the Port of Lon- 
don, eight ſhillings and four-pence fixteen twwentieth's 

of a penny, while the other places are charged 
__ only five ſhillings and three-pence. | 


The 22 Geo. III. cap. 66, granted a general 

duty, called < Impoſt, 1782,“ being five per 
cent. on all former duties, excluſive of the 
Impoſt, 1779; conſequently, the rates of both 
Impoſts were alike. This Act performed the 
office of tal: Acts, and raiſed two ſums inſtead 
of one, in the manner of the Act 19 Geo. III. 
cap. 25- The acceſſion of theſe two ſums, 
raiſed the contribution upon the Port of Lon- 
don, to eight ſpillings and nine-pence twelve-twent!- 
. eths per chalder of Coals, while at the other 
places, it was only five ſhillings and ſixpence 
per chalder. 2 N44 


In order to facilitate the collection of the 
Revenue, it was reſolved at the time of the 
Conſolidation of the duties, that the 


C3 


of a penny in the totals of the branches, ſhould 


be raiſed to integers. The fraudulent charges 


aſſume 


of the n Fes and 1 45 when the 


general Acts the character 


of London Acts, happened to produce a frac- 


tion of twelve-twentieths in the total of the 
branches; and this fraction was made a pre- 
text for adding eight twentieths of a penny to 
the duty at the port of London, to raiſe it to an 
integer. | Ee CR 


Thus by multiplied fraud, the local Contri- 
bution on Coals at the port of London, at pre- 
ſent ſtands at Eight ſhillings and ten- ente per 
chalder; and at the other ports, Five. ſhillings 
ond fix-fence per chalder, as appears by the Con- 
lolidation Act, of the 27 Geo. III. cap. 13. 
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The following Statement of the Conſtituent Parts of 
the Conſolidated local Cpntribution on a Chalder 
of Coals, will ſhew how to diſſect the Conſolidated 
Contributions on Culm and Cinders, as well as on 


a Ton of Coals, viz. 


By g Anne, cap. 4 
Buy 9 Anne, cap. 6 
By 9 Anne, cap. 22 
By 19 Geo. III. cap. 25 
By ditto 
By 22 Geo. III. cap. 26 
By ditto 
By 27 Geo. III. cap. 19 
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At certain other 


At 
London. Places, 
4 5. d. 3 J. d. | 
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And the following are the preſent Conſolidated local 
Contributions on Coals, Culm, and Cinders, viz. 


er Chalder 
Coals 1 Pon 
Culm, per Chalder 
Cinders, per Chalder 


þ 
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At 
London. 
F, 

= 
7 
4 

21 


110 


9 
6 


At certain other 


| Places. 
> 
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of the Quantity 


E 
rhe produce of the local Coal Contribution, 


at the Port of London, ſince the year 1716, is 
as follows, v1z. | 


3 

2,268,453 Chalders, at 5 © 
32,042,500 Ditto at 8 © 
2,156,501 Ditto at 8 4:5 
2,678,543 Ditto at 8 gu 
5,177,786 Ditto at 8 10 


Deduct 2z per Cent. Diſcount, 
allowed on about three-fourths 


Deduct the Indemnification for 


the Churches - - 


Total ſum exacted from the Port 
of London, over and above its 
due ſhare of the Public Bur- 
thens bs - 

Deduct the Produce of the Tocal 

Contribution from 1 710, to the 

end of the year 1713, when the 

Peace was eſtabhſhed - 


4 
507,114 
13,057. O00 

90g. 8 80 

1,178 358 

ME 


17.995 · 409 


337,414 
17,657,995. 


1,000,009, 


16,657,995 


15,391,119 


Hence 


1). 


Hence it is evident, that after the Port of 
London, in times when both Church and State 
were in the moſt imminent danger, had ge- 
nerouſly contributed the ſum of J. 1,266,876 
in virtue of the Acts of the 8 and 9 Anne, to 
enable her Majeſty to proſecute the War, and 
eſtabliſh a Peace, 4 accordingly with that 
aid was effected, in the year 1713, the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Executive Power, without 
the Authority of Law, and in violation of the 
ſacred principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
and of every ſenſe of Juſtice and Humanity, 
have extorted from the poor, as well as the rich, 
who are ſerved with Coals brought to the Port 
of London, the enormous ſum of fifteen Mil- 
lions three hundred and ninety one thouſand 
one hundred and nineteen pounds, which 1s 
now at the rate of Nine hundred and twenty- 
two pounds per day, on one of the neceſſaries 
of lite, over and above their due ſhare of the 
public burthens. 


On turning in my mind where I might be 
directed to a perſon of Humanity, of Conſe- 
quence, Ability, Aſſiduity, and Public Spirit, 
who would engage to move the City of Lon- 
don to apply for Redreſs, the remembrance 
of the * 2 and indefatiguable Exertions of 
Mr. ALDERMAN SKINNER, which had 
been ſo conſpicuouſly and ſucceſsfully diſplay- 
ed in the Repeal of the Shop Tax, inſtantly 
determined me to requeſt he would allow me 
| to 
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to put the buſineſs into his hands. I waited '- 
on him a few days after delivering him ſome 
Remarks on the Subject, when he obſerved, 
that nothing would give him greater pleaſure, 
than to ſee the Inhabitants of the City of Lon- 
don, relieved from that grievous Burthen ; 
that my Statements had carried the cleareft 
Conviction to his mind, and that I might reſt 
aſſured, that he would do every thing in bis 
power to induce the Common Council to apply 
tor a Repeal of the duty. 


He laid the Matter before the Committee of 


Controul, over the Coal and Corn-Meters, who 
after taking every ſtep which Wiſdom and 


Prudence could ſuggeſt, made a Report on the 
Caſe to the Common Council, the 28th of 
March laſt, wherein they gave a bold and de- 
cided Opinion, in favor of the propoſed Ap- 
plication. The Court immediately directed 
the Papers to be printed for the uſe of the 
Members, and on a Motion by Mr. SEINNER, 


the 16th of May following, ordered a Petition 


to be preſented to the Houſe of Commons; 
which was accordingly done next day by the 
Sheriffs, attended by the Remembrancer. 
Both the Common Council and the Commit. 
tee of Controul overthe Coal and Corn-Meters, 
were unanimous in all their Reſolutions, and 
proved themſelves deſerving the Confidence, 
Eſteem, and Gratitude of the Inhabitants af the 
Wert | great 
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great City over which they preſide, Mr. 
SKINNER, from time to time, communicated 
his wiſhes to Mr. GOODBEHERE, of Cheap- 
fide, in whom he found a ſteady and powerful 
Support, and the whole Gentlemen of the ſe- 
veral Offices at Guildhall, as well as the Com- 
mittee, ſhewed me a Politeneſs and Attention, 
which demand my warmeſt acknowledgments. 
The zeal, ability, and management of the wor- 
thy Alderman, in this important buſineſs, can 
only be conceived by-thoſe, who witneſſed his 
exertions in the affair of the Shop Tax; and I 
am confident, that no Miniſter 1n this Country 
will be able to ſtand out againſt him, in any 
Cauſe, which he conceives to be founded in 
Juſtice, Humanity, and Truth.. 


The ſubject naturally divides itſelf into two 
diſtinct parts ; the local duty for the War, and 
the local duty for the Churches. I determined 
to bring forward only one of theſe at a 
time, and therefore began by a propoſal for the 
abolition of the Churches Duty. Even that 
part of the buſineſs I developed only by de- 
grees, and in order not to encroach on the 
time of the Commuttee, I did not attempt to 
enter into any explanation of the forms of the 
old Syſtem, in regard to the continuations and 
appropriations of the duties; but met the ſub- 
ject in the common way, as if the duties were 
reſponſible for their incumbrances, reſerving a 
op J more 
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more particular ſtatement of facts for this pub- 
lication. | | 


Some people were induſtrious in diſſeminat- 
ing falſe doctrines among the Committee to in- 
duce them to drop the ſubject, and one in par- 
ticular, not only came to the Town Clerks“ 


- Office, and there in preſence of many, adviſed 
me to withdraw my propoſal, to fave the Com- 
mittee the trouble of a fruitleſs inveſtigation, 


but alſo ſent a paper to the Committee by 
one of the Members, with ſome quotations from 
the Conſolidation Act, and other Acts, endea- 
vouring to ſhew that Icould not attack the Coal 
Duties on any ground whatſoever. The Com- 
mittee, however, were unanimoully of opinion, 
that one of my papers which I had drawn up 
for the purpoſe, was a complete anſwer to the 


whole of his reaſoning. Such oppoſition had no 


other effect than to create delay, of which the 
public may form ſome 1dea when I acquaint 
them that my firſt paper on this ſubject was 


ligned and delivered the 16th December 1790. 


After the matter was brought before Parlia- 
ment, a manceuvre of the Miniſter deterred 


the City Members from moving the Houſe 


upon the Petition, A week after it had been 
te three of the City Members attended 

y the Remembrancer, had an-interview with 
him at Downing-ſtreet, by appointment, 
e 
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he told them that he was not then prepared to 
ſpeak to the ſubject, but that he would imme- 
diately turn his attention to it, and they ſhould _ 
hear from him in the courſe of the next week. 
Above a fortnight thereafter, at his own deſire, 
they had another interview with him at Down- 
 mng-ſtreet, when he read and delivered to 
them a paper of which the following 1s a 
copy: 


Reference to the following Statutes will 
© ſthew clearly, that the additional duty of gs. 
* fer Chaldron on Coals in the Port of London, 
* has long been applicable to National Pur- 
* poſes, and that no ſurplus whatever of the 
* faid duty could have been taken for the uſe 
* of the Public by the Conſolidation Act. 


_ © gth Anne, cap. 22. impoſes a duty of 3s, 
per Chaldron on all Coals imported into Lon- 
don, and appropriates the produce to build- 
„ing 50 new Churches in London and its 
** neighbourhood ; the duty to be in force 
* from 1716 to 1724. 


* 1 Geo. 1. flat, 2. cap. 23. continues the 
above. mentioned duty for one year to 1725, 
and appropraates the produce for the main- 
* tenance of the Mimiſters of the New . 
* Churches, | 


5 Geo. 


5 10 
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e 5 Geo. 1. cap. 9. continues the above- 


mentioned duty from 1725 to 1751, and ap- 
propriates the produce between 1 7 19 and 
1751 to the purpoſes of the Act, for ſecuring 
the Annuities granted, for raiſing the Money 
neceſſary to complete the building the Chur- 
ches, but leaves the application of the Sur- 


plus for the diſpoſition of Parliament. Under 


this proviſion the Surpluſſes were voted 
annually of courſe; the laſt application pre- 
viqus to the general one was by the 28 
Geo. 2. cap. 22. ſect. 2. 


4“ 6 Geo. 1. cap. 4. enacts, That the above- 
mentioned duty ſhall be perpetual. On the 
credit of thoſe duties being perpetuated 
and on. other duties alſo continued by 
this Act more than J. 4,000,000 was borrow- 
ed of the South-Sea Company. The pro- 
duce of the whole was to be paid into the 
Exchequer, to ſecure the payment of the 
Annuties to the South-Sea Company, till 


redemption, with a proviſo that the ſaid 


Annuities, and the duties ſhould be ſubject 


to redemption, 


28 Geo. 2. cap. 22. ſect. g. carries the 
Surplus of the above-mentioned duty which 
ſhall at all future times remain in the Ex- 
chequer, at the uſual periods of making up 
the Accounts to the Sinking Fund, © 
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Journals of the Houſe of Commons, vol. 19, 
p. 116. © And it is evident that Parliament ap- 
«* plied this local duty to National purpoſes, 
« on conſideration, becauſe the attention 
© of the Houſe of Commons was called to 

* the ſubject by a Petition from the City 
708 2 in 1718, when the Act George 1. 
was depending, complaining of the duty as 
* partial and injurious to the Manufactures in 
* and near London, which Petition was re- 
..: 66 jected.” | 


In order to form ſome judgment of the 
merits of this paper, it may be proper, in the 
firſt place, to conſider the nature of the facts 
requiſite to throw light on the ſubject. Per- 
haps a more ſimple Cauſe never was decided, 
The Nation conterred a local benefit, and a 
local duty was granted in return. No perſon 
can be at a loſs to know the kind of materials 
wanted on ſuch an occaſion, An account of 
the expence of the local benefit, and an ac- 
count of the produce of the duty, are the only 
two requiſites to bring the matter to a final 
ſettlement. Theſe materials have not been laid 
before Parliament. They are in the cuſtody 
of the Executive Power; and it was to have 
been expected, that if the Miniſter had taken 
up the pen at all on the ſubject, it would have 
been to ſhew. the amount of theſe two articles, 
which formed the debit and credit ſides of the 
| © ea account 
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account. But to my great aſtoniſhment, his 
very circumſtantial paper utters not a ſyllable 
in regard to either of theſe points. It 1s there- 
fore evident, that he might as well have torn a 
leaf out of an old ſong book, and chaunted it 
over to the City Members, by way of inſtruct- 
ing them how they were to obtain redreſs for 
their Conſtituents. As the Miniſter, however, 
muſt have had a meaning in reading and de- 
livering that paper; as it had the effect, to- 
gether with his verbal communications at the 
two interviews, to deter the City Members 
from moving the Houſe on the ſubject of the 
propoſed Repeal; as .it has already quaſhed 


one City Petition, and may prove the ruin of 


another; and leſt it may ſtill miſlead any, I 

ſhall offer a few Remarks on that bundle of 

extraneous and noxious matter, in the hopes 

0 3 it incapable of doing farther miſ- 
ef. 3 


Although it is now two years ſince Mr. 
Skinner engaged in this buſineſs, during which 
time I had occaſion to write three papers on 
the ſubject, which, when printed by order of 
the Court of Common Council, filled upwards . 
of fifty octavo pages, yet not one word dropt 
from my pen. that could give the ſmalleſt of- 
tence to any perſon in the kingdom; of courſe, 
the Public muſt ſee, that the daring outrage of 
the Miniſter, in ſmothering the City Petition, 
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was unprovoked; and that I am now compel- 
led to come forward in defence of the much- 
injured Cauſe of the Inhabitants of the Cities 
of London and Weſtminſter, which a ſenſe of 
humanity and jullice had determined the wor- 
thy Alderman to ſee brought to iſſue in the 
great Council of the Nation. 7 


The paper holds out a long liſt of incum- 
branees raiſed upon the Duty for the Churches, 
which can have no other effect than to make 
Gentlemen, who are not converſant with Re- 
venue Affairs, believe that the duty is mort- 
gaged for many millions, and that theſe in- 
cumbrances are ſo many bars in the way of a 
Repeal. The Miniſter might as well have 
given the Members a Liſt of the Incumbrances 
on the Duties on Soap, Starch, Malt, Sugar, 
or any other commodity, becauſe the Duty 
for the Churches is not more anſwerable for 
the ſums, which it was the means of borrow- 
ing, than it is reſponſible for the Incumbrances 
on any of the other Duties payable to the King. 
The Duty for the Churches, merely as one of 
the exiſting Duties at the time, was made an 
inſtrument to borrow the various ſums ſpe- 
cified by the Miniſter ; but it is the credit of 
the Nation, and not the three ſhillings duty, 
or any other duty 1n particular, that 1s an- 
ſwerable for thoſe ſums. Had the forms re- 

quired that the duties ſhould be mortgaged 


lor 


7. 2 
for the ſums they borrowed, Parliament would 
have been deprived of the power at all times 
of granting a Repeal ; but there could be no 
occaſion for ſuch abridgment of power. Par- 
liament muſt provide *for the intereſt of the 
debt, and other articles of expenditure; but 


it is not reſtricted to the particular duties to be 


employed for that purpoſe. When under the 
old ſyſtem a duty was repealed, its incum- 
brances were no bar in the way, but were 
transferred to any of the exiſting Duties that 
could admit of them, or to ſome freſh Tax 
impoſed for the purpoſe. Under the new ſyſ- 
tem the duties ſtand free of all incumbrances, 
as the debt is charged on the Confolidated 
Fund, which ſhews that incumbrances on du- 
ties were a mere matter of form. Hence it is 
evident that the duties under the old; as well 
as under the new ſyſtem, were never mort. 
gaged for the debt raiſed on them, but were 
at all times at hberty to be repealed; and that 
if the Miniſter had not had fome undue mo- 
tive, he betrayed great folly in ſending for the 
City Members, to put into therr hands a long 
liſt of incumbrances, with which they had as 
little concern as witlr the debts contracted by 
„ IO i Eh EE 


It 1s worthy: of remark, that the Minifter 
lands the duty under a load of many millions, 


borrowed from the South Sea Company 1 the 
| | | ) Geo, 


_* ſhillings per chaldron on Coals in the port 


( 903 


6 Geo. I. cap. 4. but omits telling that the duty 
was afterwards perfectly redeemed from that 
incumbrance, and charged only with the ſpe- 
cific ſum of . 1 { 0,000, borrowed from the 


Bank of England by the 1 Geo. II. Stat. 2. 


cap. 8. In canſequence of that omiſſion, thoſe 
Gentlemen who adopt the common idea that 


duties are reſponſible for their incumbrances, 
conclude that the duty muſt be retained to pay 


off principal and intereſt of all theſe millions, 
before it can be repealed. A worthy Member 


of the Common Council, who wiſhes ardently 
to get the City relieved from the grievous ex- 
action on Coals; expreſſed his fears to Mr. 


Skinner and me one day at Guildhall, that theſe 


millions, mentioned by the Miniſter, might 


prove an inſurmountable obſtacle in the way of 


a Repeal, although, in fact, neither theſe mil- 
lions, nor the incumbrance of . 1,750,000 
have any claim upon the particular duty for 
the Churches. To 4atisfy the minds of thoſe, 
however, who do not take the drudgery of go- 
ing into the minutiz of the old ſyſtem, I prove 
to them, that the produce of the duty 1s even 
more than ſufficient to pay both principal and 
intereſt of the incumbrance, | 


The Miniſter ſets out with ſaying : © Refer- 
« ence to the following Statutes will ſhew 
clearly, that the additional duty of three 


© of 


6 


r of London has long been applicable to Na- 


tional Purpoſes.” This is evidently an at- 
tempt to brand the Legiſlature with the 
injuſtice of making ſtatutes, whereby the duty 
has long been applicable to national purpoles ; 
by this manceuvre he expects to free himſelf 
from the blame of feiſting the duty for the 
Churches into a Conſolidated Duty on Coals, 
charged by the Conſolidation Act of the 27th 
of his preſent Majeſty, and alſo to make Gen- 
tlemen who are not converſant in matters of 
Revenue, ſuppoſe that Parhament muſt alter 
its own decrees, and adopt new and oppoſite 
ſentiments, before a Repeal of the Duty can be 
obtained ; but a very little conſideration wall 
ſhew .that Parliament is abſolutelyfinnocent of 
the charge, that Adminiſtration alone are re- 
ſponſible for extorting the duty after the pur- 
poſes of the Acts had been fully ſatisfied, and 
that the Legiſlature has made no Act to ind» 
cate the ſmalleſt intention of enforcing” the 


laws after the indemnification for the Churches 
had been made good. | 


The two firſt terms of continuance, which 


ſonable and proper, being neceſſary for the 
indemnification, but it 1s to be remarked, that 
theſe continuations were not to govern the 
actual duration of the duty, and that if the 
produce had been able to make good the in- 
| emnfiication 


= the duty to 1725, muſt appear to all, rea- 
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demnification in the ſpace of one year, the 

duty ought to have ceaſed, as the purpoſes of 
the Acts, impoſing the duty, would have been 
fully anſwered. | 


In the year, 1718, the 5th Geo. 1, cap. q, 
continues the duty for thirty-two years, but 
this is a mere nominal continuation, to qualify 
the duty for raiſing two. ſums of money, one 
for the general ſervice of the State, and one to 
aſſiſt the building of the Churches, and Parlia- 
ment was at liberty to apply the money bor- 
- rTowed in any way it judged proper, becauſe the 
duty for the Churches was not reſponſible for 
the money, which 1t was employed to borrow. 
I have already demonſtrated that the Legiſla - 
ture never preſumed to predetermine the 
actual duration of any duty. 


In the year 1719, the 6th Geo I. cap. 4. makes 
the duty perpetual, but that was a mere no- 
minal continuation to borrow ſeveral millions 
lor which the duty was not reſponſible, as 

appears by the Act 1 Geo. II. ſtat. 2, cap. 8, 
which redeemed the duty from that incum- 
brance. Parliament did no injuſtice by theſe 
continuations as they did not regulate the ac- 
tual duration of the duties. 


The 28 Geo. II. cap. 22, carries the ſurplus 
to the Sinking Fund. Parliament on that oc- 


caſion 
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caſion, did not enter into the queſtion, whether 


the indemnification had been made good? and 
whether the money ariſing from it had been 
juſtly obtained? The Legiſlature, in general, 
deems it ſufficient tq reconſider the grounds 
of taxes only in particular caſes, where its at- 
tention may be called to the ſubject, either by 
a Petition from the parties aggrieved, or a Ma- 
tion from one of its oẽn Members. Parlia- 
ment preſuming that the Executive Power 
would not keep a duty in force, after the Law 
impoſing it had become Null and Void, car- 
ried the Surplus to the Sinking Fund, in the 
common courſe of buſineſs. The injuſtice did 
not lie with Parliament in diſpoſing of the 
money, but with the Executive Power in ob- 
taining the money by undue means, after the 
purpoſes of the Acts had been fully ſatisfied. 


Since the year 1731, when the indemnifica« 
tion was made good, the nature of the duty for 
the Churches Favs never been taken into con- 
ſideration; therefore ſucceeding Parliaments 


have had no opportunity to know any _ 


reſpecting that duty, in particular. They di 
not know whether 1t was a local duty for a 
local purpoſe, or a general duty, it being the 
province of the Executive Power to enforce 
the duties, or to diſcontinue enforcing them 
according to the true meaning of the Laws, by 
which they had been impoſed. 

| © | The 


og 
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The Miniſter's Paper ſays, that Reference 
to the following Statutes will ſhew clearly, 
that no Surplus whatever of the ſaid duty 
* could have been taken for the uſe of the 
* Public, by the Conſolidation Act.“ This 
ſeems to have been written with-a yiew to ſa- 
tisfy the City, that no trick had been played 
on the paſſing of the Conſolidation Act: but 
the aſſertion of the Miniſter is an abſolute ab- 
ſurdity, becauſe the Acts he refers to paſled 
in former reigns, before the Conſolidation Act 
had ever beæen thought of, and therefore could 
not ſhew whether the Conſolidation Act had 
taken any part of the Surplus for the uſe of 
the Public or not. ' | 


Ihe aſſertion, however, is abſolutely falſe, 
as well as abſurd. The whole duty fince the 
ioth of May, 1986, amounting to about 
£757,521 has been taken for the uſe of the 
Public by the Conſolidation Act. The old In- 
cumbrance of Z. 52,500 per annum, being the 
preſent iutereſt paid to the Bank for the 
£-1,750,000, muſt be about £.348,542 from 
the 10th of may to this date; therefore it is 
evident that a ſurplus of about L. 408.979 has 
been taken for the uſe of the public by the 
Conſolidation Act, and in truth, the whole 
. 757,521 has been taken for the uſe of the 
public by the Conſolidation Act, for the in- 
demnification was made good in 1731, and the 
p duty 


NA 0H w COB 


41 Et mad qe 


9) 


duty was not to be retained either for the prin- 


cipal or intereſt after that period, as the exiſting 


duties, whatever they may have been, and not 


the particular duty for the Churches, were to 
provide for the annual intereſt of the £ 1,750,000. 


No reaſonable perſon will attribute to Par- 
lament the injuſtice of introducing the Church- 
es duty into the Conſolidated duty, becauſe 
the proceſs of Conſolidation was carried on 
without the knowledge of Parliament, and 
even without the privity of the Committee on 
the Conſolidation Bill ; and 1t 1s evident that 


the duty has long been 1 to National 


Purpoſes, ſolely through the miſconduct of 
Adminiſtration, and not from any Act of th 


Legiſlature. 


The Miniſter concludes his paper with theſe 


words : © And it is evident that Parliament ap- 


* plied this local duty to National Purpoſes, 
on confideration becauſe the attention of the 
* Houſe of Commons was called to the ſub- 
* ject by a Petition from the City of London 
im 1718, when the Act Geo. I. was depend- 
ing. complaining of the duty as partial, and 
* mjurious to the manufactures in and near 


London, which Petition was rejected.“ Here 


the Miniſter means to ſhew, that in ſpite of the 
City's Petition, Parliament granted the duty 
for 32 years, Now the fact is, that this was a 
| L2 1 
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mere nominal continuation to borrow money, 
not meant to affect the actual duration of the 
duty ; and that the rejection of the Petition 
was no defeat of the object of the prayer, but 
a conſequence of Parliament not having in- 
tended to impoſe the hardſhip the City had 
apprehended. The Miniſter's miſtatement, 
however, tends to damp the ardour of thoſe 
who are engaged in obtaining a Repeal, by 
leading them to conclude that Parliament really 
meant to fix the term of 32 years for the ac- 
tual duration of the duty; and that any ap- 


plication againſt retaining the duty might meet 


with the fate of the City's Petition of 1718. 


From theſe remarks, it appears that the Mi- 
niſter had it in his power to acquaint the City 
Members with the amount of the expence of 
the Churches, and alſo che amount of the pro- 
duce of the duty, which were the only ma- 
terials wanted to ſettle the buſineſs; that he 
did not give them either of theſe materials; 
and that after ſuſpending their operations for 
above a fortnight, to give him his time to turn 
his attention to the ſubject ; he ſent for them, 
and put into their hands a paper full of falſe- 
hood and deception, entirely and abſolutely 
foreign to the queſtion, whereby the City 
Members were deterred from moving the 
Houſe upon the City Petition, 


Thus 


. 


Thus a Petition from the firſt City in the 
World, praying to have its Inhabitants relieved 
from a fraudulent exaction, levied without 
either law or equity, was ſuffered to he four 
weeks on the Table of the Houſe of Com- 
mons totally neglected, until all opportumty of 
conſidering its merits was cut off by a Proro- 
gation of Parliament. 


Mr. Alderman Skinner had written circular 
letters to Lord Hood, Mr. Fox, Mr. Byng, 
and ſeveral other Members, acquainting them 
of the day propoſed for the Motion on the Pe- 
tition, and requeſting their aſſiſtance in the 
common cauſe; and ſome of theſe Members 
went down to the Houſe accordingly ; but the 
Miniſter's manceuvre prevented the buſineſs 
from coming forward. 9 811 | 


Mr. Skinner having told me that he had been 
informed that the Miniſter's Paper was to be 
laid before the Court of Common Council, I 
drew up a few remarks on it, in the ſhape of a 
letter to the Court, to be delivered by the wor- 
thy Alderman, in the caſe of the Paper from 
the Miniſter being received. i 


A Member of the Court roſe to preſent the 
Paper from Downing-itreet, but Mr. Skinner 
ot up at the ſame time, and gave intimation 
hat he had in his pocket a letter, which he 
| conceived 


* 
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conceived would conſute the whole of the Mi- 
niſter's allegations; whereupon the Court re- 
ſolved to liſten to no communications on the 
ſubject, but from the Houſe of Commons, to 
which the application for redreſs had been 
made. To : | 


The many defeated Petitions in the caſe of 
the Shop Tax, and the ſmothered Petition for 
the Repeal of the Duty for the Churches on 
Coals and Culm, ſeem to be a fulfillment of the 
famous prophetic ſpeech of Lord Belhaven 
upon the Articles of the Union in 1706, which 
fays, © I think I ſee the honeſt induſtrious 
* tradeſman, loaded with new taxes and im- 
60 oO petitioning for encouragement to 
* his manufactures, and anſwered by counter 
« petitions.” | 


In conſequence of the overcharges in the 
Impoſts of 1779 and 1782, together with the 
eight twentieths of a penny ſuperadded at the 
time of Conſolidation, the Three Shillings 
duty on Coals and Culm for the Churches was 
augmented to Three Shillings and Four-pence, 
of which the produce for the year 1791 amount- 
ed to One Hundred and Thirty-ſeven Thouſand 
Pounds. | fore £408; 


The 2 1-half per Cent. diſcount for prompt 
payment of the Coal Duties, granted by the 


Acts 8 and 9 Anne, was entirely aboliſhed by 
the Conſolidation Act; and by a ſubſequent 
Att of the 27 Geo. III. cap. 32, leave is given 
to bond the duties payable in 16 days; but if 
any trader becomes bound for two cargoes, he 
muſt enter into a third bond, of a ſpecial kind, 
by way of additional ſecurity, conſequently 
the trouble, the fees, and the ſtamp duties of 
the Bonds, operate as a great drawback upon 
the indulgence- e 


It affords me particular pleaſure to find, 
that the Legiſlature is, in all reſpects, per- 
fectly innocent of the abuſes which I have now 
laid before you ; and that they are as deſtitute 
of law as of juſtice and humanity. N 


It is the opinion of thoſe great Law Writers, 
Britton, Glanville, Littleton, Sir Edward Coke, 
and others, © that where the ſubject is injured, 
* and has not redreſs, that it is not the fault of 
* the law, but the falſe conſtruction put on it 
* by men, whoſe wicked advice has often 
* beena great hurt to many of our Kings; that 
* the Conſtitution of England is the nobleſt 
* inſlitution of-law and juſtice in the known 
* world ; that the law favoureth life, liberty, 
* and dower ; that the common law 1s the ab- 
* {olute perfection of reaſon, for nothing that 
is contrary to reaſon, is conlonant to * 
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that the law reſpects the order of nature, and 
* always intendeth the beſt ; that where the 
e conſtruction of any Act is left to the law, the 
* law will never conſtrue it to work a wrong; 
& that ſtatutes muſt be. interpreted by reaſon- 
% able conſtruction, as Law-makers cannot 
* comprehend. all caſes; that ſtatutes muſt be 
* ſo conſtrued, that no innocent man may, 
ce by a literal conſtruction, receive damage; 
6e that all Acts of Parliament againſt reaſon 
„ ſhall be judged void; that no Act of Par- 
* lament can alter the fundamental principles 
& of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; and that no Ack 
* of Parliament can repeal Magna Charta, 
„ which, among many divine precepts, ſays, 
“We will not deny, or defer to any juſtice or right.” 


With theſe lights, I ſhall review the falſe 

rounds of the various component parts of the 

Conſolidated Contribution on Coals, Culm, and 
— =" | 


During the reigns of William the Third and 
Anne, the Throne was diſputed by James the 
Second and the Pretender. There was a re- 
bellion in Scotland at the commencement of 
William's reign. James landed in Ireland, 
called a Parliament, and carried on a- war 

againſt England. On three ſeveral occaſions 
plans were laid to aſſaſſinate the King; and 


during 


(M13 


during the reign of Queen Anne, in the year 
1708, the Pretender with a Fleet, attempted a 
deſcent upon Scotland. "1, *." Ih 


Thoſe events gave riſe to the neceſlity of a 
private contribution on Coals, Culm, and Cin- 
ders; and it is to be carefully obſerved, that 
nothing but the plea of an exiſting neceſſity, 
could give operation to any Law, impoſing 


exactions on any part of the Kingdom, over 


and above its public burthens, as ſuch exac- 
tions in common caſes, would be abſolute op- 
preſſion. . 155 


Two cauſes conſpire to render the Coal 
Acts of the 8 and 9 Anne, Null and Void. At 
preſent, our Finances and Reſources are not in 
ſuch a ſorry plight, as to wake it neceſſary for 


the State to ſubſiſt on the private charity of a 


tew of its pooreſt ſubjects, there being a ba- 
lance of at leaſt a Million per annum, which 
Government could not find a any uſe for, and 
which therefore has ever ſince the year 1786, 
been applied to the Reduction of the National 
Debt. This circumſtance of itſelf, nullifies the 
Acts of the 8 and 9 Anne, impoſing the local 
contributions on Coals, Culm, and Cinders, be- 
cauſe it removes the plea of neceſſity. But the 
Acts themſelves declare, that the duties were 


granted to raiſe ſuch Supplies as were neceſ- 


lary for the proſecution of the then War, and 
M | | tor 
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for enabling her Majeſty at the end thereof, to 
eſtabliſh a good and laſting Peace. The words 
are, © have for that end and purpoſe given and 
granted, and do by this Act give and grant.“ 
It is therefore evident, that the duties were 
granted for that end and purpoſe alone, namely, 
to raiſe the Supplies for the War, and for eſta- 
bliſhing the Peace e 
The Acts accordingly did raiſe the neceſſary 
Supplies, and prior to the Peace of Utrecht, in 
r713, they produced by their daily and com- 
mon operation, the ſum of,. 1, 266, 8 76 which 
Vas a very handſome preſent from the Port of 
London, over and above its due ſhare of the 
publie burthens. . I have already ſhewn, that 
no particular duty is reſponfible for the money 
which it was employed to borrow, and that 
the terms of continuance of duties, under the 
d ſyſtem, were mere nominal continuations, 
not intended by the Legiflature to govern the 
actual duration of the duties. The continua- 
| > of the duties therefore for 32 years, and 
o perpetuity, as well as the incumbrances, 
are entirely out of the preſent queſtion, which 
refpects only the actual durationof the duties. 


Now, as the ends of the Acts of the 8 and 9 
Anne were compleatly anſwered, by contri- 
buting towards the Supplies for proſecuting 
her Majelty's War and eſtabliſming the _— 
ä | a ele 
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theſe Acts became Null and Void in the year 

1713, and of courſe, all the money which the 

Executive Power has raiſed as a five ſhillings 
duty on Coals ſince that period, has been ex- 
ated without either Law or Equity. 


As no real duty on Coals, Culm, and Cin- 
ders, ſubſiſted in the years 1779 and 1782, the 
charges made on account of that five thillngs 
duty, for the 5 per cent. Impoſts granted at 
thele periods, have likewiſe been levied wath- 


.out Law or Equity. 


As the purpoſes of the Acts for the Churches 
were compleatly anſwered, a full indergnificg- 
tion having been made for the expence of tl 


local benefits conferred, theſe. Acts became 


Null and Void in the year 1731, and of courle 
all the money raited as a duty for Churches at 


the Port of London by the Executive Power 
ſince that period, has been exacted without 


-— 


either Law or Equity. 


As no real duty for Churches ſubſiſted in 
the years 1779 and 1782, the charges made on 


* 


account of that duty tor the g per cent. Impoſts 
granted at theſe periods, have alſo been exacted 


— 


without Law or Equity. 


As no real duties on Coals, Culm. or Cinders 


ſubſiſted in the year 1787, and as the Legiſla- 
3 ture 
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ture authoriſed the fractions of the totals of real 
duties only, to be raiſed to integers at the time 
. of Conſolidation; the Conſolidation Act, ſo far 
as relates to the eight-twentieths of a penny 


added, to raiſe the fractions of the Coal Con- 
tribution to an integer, is Null and Void. 


As no real duties on Coals, Culm, and Cin- 
ders, ſubſiſted in the year 1787; as the Legi- 
ſlature could only mean to conſolidate real 
duties, and not fictitious taxes or illicit exac- 
tions; and as the Legiſlature was from the ex- 
traordinary nature of the caſe, obliged to con- 
fide in others, with regard to the general pro- 
ceſs of Conſolidation; the Conſolidation Act, 
ſo far as reſpects the contributions on Coals, 
Culm, and Cinders, is to all intents and pur- 
poſes Null and Void, and all the money now 
raiſed as duties on Coals, Culm, and Cinders, 
by the Executive Power, under any pretext 
whatever, is exacted without Law or Equity. 


The duty incumbent on the Executive 
Power, in regard to the execution of the Laws, 
appears by the Coronation Oath, wherein the 
Archbiſhop or Biſhop puts the queſtion :— 
Will you to your power cauſe Law and Jul- 
_ © tice in mercy, to be executed in all your 
* Judgments ?” 5 


To 


tituted the Executive Power. 


685 ) 
To which the King or Queen anſwers, © I 


ill.“ This is the Criterion by which we 
are to judge of the conduct of Adminiſtration, 
who alone are deemed reſponſible, it being a 


wile maxim of our Government, That the 


King can do no wrong,” and as that maxim 


cannot be more properly applied, than in a 
caſe of Revenue with which it is well known, 
the King never interferes. By that Criterion 


we are to judge of the conduct of Adminiſtra- 
tion, in regard to the Coal exactions. | 


The Acts 8 and 9 Anne, granted the Coal 


Duties for the ſole purpoſe of raiſing Supplies 


to proſecute the 'then War, and eſtabliſh a 


Peace, which accordingly was eſtabliſhed in 


1713; but Adminiſtration have exacted the 


duties to the preſent time for other purpoſes, 
expreſsly contrary to both the words and 
meaning of the Statutes. Hence it follows, 


that Law and Juſhce have been executed with- 
out mercy, and that Adminiltration have proſ- 


The Acts for the 50 Churches, granted the 
three ſhillings duty on Coals, to indemnify the 
Nation for the expence it incurred on account 


Of the local benefit. That indemnification was 


made good in 1731, yet Adminiſtration have 


exacted the duty until the preſent-day, con- 
trary to the expreſs meaning of the Legiſlature, 


and 


6 
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and levied as much money as might have in- 
demnified the expence of Three Hundred and 
K&eventeen Churches, inſtead of the Fifty Churches, au- 
thoriſed by the Acts. Hence it is evident, that 
Law and juſtice have been executed without 
mercy, and that the Adminiſtration in that in- 
ſtance likewiſe have proſtituted the Executive 


Power. | 


The criterzon will in like manner, judge of 
the conduct of Adminiſtration in regard to the 
charges for the general Impoſts 1779 and 1782 
which make no mention of Coals, and which 
could not apply where no real duty exiſted. 
It will like wiſe ſo judge of their conduct in 
ſuffering the fractions in the total of the fic- 
titiqus duty on Coals to be raiſed to an integer, 
by the ſuper - addition of eight twentieths; and 
it will alſo in the ſame manner judge of their 
eonduct, in ſuffering their illicit exactions on 
Coals, Culm, and Cinders, to be foiſted into. 
the Conſolidation Act, which the Legiflature 
could only have meant to include the Conſoli- 
dated Branches of legal duties, and not the 
Conſolidated Branches of unjuſt and illicit ex- 
actions. It therefore follows, that in order to 
ababſh the preſent exactions on Coals, Culm, 
and Cinders, nothing more is wanted. than. 
that the Executive Power ſhould relinquiſh 
thels charges, which are evidently contra- 
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ry to Law, Juſtice, and Humanity, and abide 
by its indiſpenſible duty, which directs it to 
cauſe Law and juſtice to be executed wit 
mercy. For this end, a Petition might be pre. 
ſented to his Majeſty, but I would rather re. 
commend an Application to the Legiſlature, 
which ſeeing, the injury the people have ſuſ- 
_ tained, may eſtabliſh 

like in future. 


This is a caſe which fequires no evidence to 
be adduced. The Shop Tax was juſt in prin- 
ciple, becauſe it extended over the whole king- 
dom, and was only objectionable on-account of 
its partial operation in the Metropolis, in which: 
caſe, it was proper to ſtate the particulars of 


the fact, But the Coal Acts bear their own: }. 


condemnation in their foreheads. They ſhew 
that the exaction is made only on a {mall por- 
tion of the Kingdom, while the Nation at large 
remains perfectly free from the burthen. It 
is therefore, at this day, unjuſt in the extreme, 
both in principle and operation; and being 
abſolute unmixed injuſtice, it cannot be ſanctioned 
by any Conflituted Authority under the Bri- 
tiſh Conſtitution. . nie 7 


As the Nation at large is abſolutely free 
from all duty whatever to the King on Coals, 
Culm, and Cinders, and as all the great Foun- 
dries, and other large ManufaQories which 
demand 


checks to prevent the 
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demand ſuch Fuel, flock to thoſe parts of the - 
Kingdom which are not laid under Contribu- 
tion; it is probable that the half Million now 
levied, is exacted from only one fifteenth, or 
one twentieth part of the whole quantity of 
Coals conſumed in Great-Britain. But ſup- 
poſing it to be raiſed from one twelfth part, 
the produce would in the year 1789, have 
amounted to /. 6,623,028 provided the exac- 
tion ha1 extended over the whole kingdom; 


becauſe that ſum is twelve times L. 551,919 be- 


ing the produce of the local Coal contribution 
for that year, as appears by Appendix (A) No.]. 
to the Report from the Select Committee of Fi- 
nance of 1791. Now, as the whole Exciſe 
Revenue of the Kingdom appears by that Re- 
port to be J. 6,551,105 for the year 1789, it 
would” follow,” that as the local Coal duties 
have been exacted, we ought not 1n Juſtice to 
have had an Exciſeman, either in the Cities of 
London or Weſtminſter, or within twenty 
miles round them during the laſt fifty years; 
it being neceſſary that either the 2 of 
Exciſe, or the ſyſtem of local Contributi- 
ons ſhould be exterminated from theſe quar- 
ters before the loſt Equilibrium of ſubſtantial 
Jultice can be reſtored. 


As the pretended duties of Cuſtoms in queſ- 
tzon attach on Home Commodities, they are 
Exciſe duties in diſguiſe ; but, as London 
Bu e Coals, 
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Coals, Culm, and Cinders, are not articles of 
Merchandize ſent to the public market, to ſtand 
a competition with duty-free Coals, Culm, and 
Cinders, from other places ; the Inhabitants of 
the Metropolis have been all along ſubjected 
to the grievous impoſition, without being ſen- 
ſible of their loſs, although the duty is up- 
5 22 of one hundred per cent. of the prime 
coſt. 


It would appear by the King's Speech, that 
Parliament © will find ample reſources for ef- 
fectually defraying the expence of vigorous 
* preparations from the exceſs of the actual 
„Revenue, beyond the ordinary Expendi- 
ture.“ Of that ordinary Expenditure, there 
is no leſs than one million which is not neceſſary 
Expenditure, as it is only ſet apart for the 
reduction of the National Debt. If no new 
Taxes ſhould be impoſed, and if the exceſs of 
the actual Revenue beyond the ordinary Ex- 
penditure ſhould all go towards defraying the 
expence of the preſent warlike preparations, 
Parliament will be obliged to apply only 7 

of that million in future to the reduction of the 
Debt, as the Abolition of the local Contribu- 
tion, will diminiſh the Revenue above Half 

a Million. a = Y 

15 701 0 
In ſuch a caſe ſome public men might poſſi- 
bly put the queſtion to themſelyes, whether it 
N would 
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would be molt eligible to forego the credit of 
paying off the annual million, or hazard their 
reputation. by paying it through the means of 
depredations on the Metropolis? I truſt, ho w- 
ever, that for the ſake of Juſtice and Humani- 
ty, as well as the honour of the Nation, Parlia- 
ment will {ave any one the trouble of deciding 
a point, which could only be a queſtion with 
the moſt abandoned and profligate of the hu- 
man kind. 


Hitherto I have ſhewn the produce of the 
Coal contributions at the Port of London, for 
five years, from 1785 to 1790, which at an 
average was J. 922 per day; but the quantities 
of Coals Imported, are now greatly encreaſed. 


In the year 1791, there were Imported into 
the Port of London, 824,990 Chalders of Coals, 
at 8s. 10d. ; 2501 Tons of Coals, at 78.; 55 
Chalders of Culm, at 4s. 3d.; and 6,8 52 Chal- 
ders of Cinders, at 5s. 6d., cach Chalder con- 
taining 36 Wincheſter Buſhels, being in all 
£-367,141, which ſhews, that the Port of Lon- 
don is laid under a contribution of upwards of 
One Thouſand Pounds per day, over and above its 
due ſhare of the public burthens. | 


As the ſum of J. 367, 141 per annum is taken 
out of the pockets of the people of this quarter 
for that local impoſition, the capitals in trade 
| are 
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are proportionably diminiſhed. The capitals 
of Glaſs Works, Chymical Works, Foundries, 
Breweries, and many other branches of Manu- 
facture, ſuffer conſiderably; and the Inhabi- 
tants in general, not only pay eight ſhillings and 
ten- pence per chalder on Coals, for their do- 
meſtic purpoſes, but are alſo ſubjected to an 
enhanced price for Beer, Soap, Candles, Glaſs 
Wares, Iron Wares, Copper Wares, and other 
articles, of which the Manufacture demands 
the ule of Coals, Culm, or Cinders. It there- 
fore follows, that the Trade of the Metropolis 
is not only cramped, but in a great degree dri- 
ven to other parts of the Kingdom, where the 
capitals in trade are not diminiſhed by a local 
contribution. 


London is enveloped in a moiſt atmoſphere. 
Damp bed- rooms, damp beds, and damp 
cloaths, hew down the human race like the 
Plague. Many are devoured by rheumatiſms, 
fevers, colds, and conſumptions, and ſome are 
abſolutely ſtarved. Even the middling ranks 
of people are deprived of more than one-third 
of the quantities of Coals, which a due atten- 
tion to their health and comfort requires. 
Every bed-room ought to have a ventilator, 
and once a day a good fire, which gives acti- 
vity to the ventilator, and carries off all damp 
and foul air. . 855 Fo 
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Perhaps on this occaſion, ſome men may lay 
a ſtreſs upon the Letter of the Law ; but, it 1s 
to be obſerved, that Engliſhmen are judged 
not by the letter, but by the ſpirit of the law. 
The Conſolidation Act, fo far as it involves the 

Yroceſs of the Conſolidation of the Duties, may 

reathe the ſpirit of a rapacious Miniſter; but 
it has no [hare of the ſpirit of the Legiſlature, 
except where it conſolidates the fair and equi- 
table duties of the King. The Britiſh Conſti- 
tution authoriſes us to conſtrue the Acts of the 
Legiſlature agrecably io reaſon and juſtice, and 
the local tranſaction for the Churches having 
been faithfully cloſed ſixty years ago, it can- 
not at this day be Law which ſays, that there 
is a King's duty on Coals at London, and not 
a King's duty on Coals at Newcaltle, both places 
being within the ſame Kingdom, and equally 
liable to contribute watts the expence of 
Government. It is not neceſſary to conſult the 
Statute Book to know, that the local exaction 
of One Thouſand Pounds per day from the Port of 
London, over and above its due ſhare of the 
public burthens, is levied without the authority 
of Law, becauſe nothing that is contrary to 
reaſon and juſtice, can be conſonant to Law. 


The light which aroſe about the year 1786, 
upon taking to pieces the old ſyſtem, and 
erecting the new, expoſed to men in office the 
various abuſes, which in the courſe of time had 
* crept 
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crept into the Revenue Department; but that 
light ſerved chiefly to ſhew how to augment 
and multiply abuſes, and conceal them from 
the public eye. The new ſyſtem has a fair. 
outhde, and fo far as the Legiſlature had an 
8 to judge of its merits, may be un- 
exceptionable; but within, it reſembles a 
crazy ſhip, returned from a long voyage to be 
repaired, and which, through the perfidy of 
the carpenter, again puts off to ſea in a worſe 
condition than ever, labouring with the diſad- 
vantages of both old and recent leaks, which 
drown many, and threaten deſtruction to the 
greater part of the crew. Through the abuſes 
on the ſingle article of Coals, much comfort 
has been withheld from even the middling 
ranks of people in the Metropolis and Neigh- 
06241 r By Among both the middling and the 
lower orders, much ſound health has been 
broken down, and many have been untimely 
driven to the other World, to acquaint the In- 
habitants there of the injuſtice and oppreſſion 
which reign upon the Earth. 


That light which aroſe from the minute in, 
veſtigation of the various branches of Publ 
Revenue, ought to have been employed for the 
adjuſtment of the Taxes which had been 
crowded and enflamed by a tedious expenſive 
and unſucceſsful War. But in vain did that 
light ſhine for alleviating the diſtreſſes of the 

7% = 1 
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people. Our foreign War no ſooner ended, 
than our War of Taxes began ; nor could the 
cnormous balance of a Million per annum in 
the Treaſury, ſave us from freſh burthens. 

The poor and oppreſſed were told of our 
inexhauſtible Reſources, flouriſhing Com- 
merce, growing Revenue, and prodigious Ba- 
lance, as if the rich and fertile Ifland of Ja- 
maica, and the coſtly Cargoes it annually ſends 
to ſea could be a cogent proof, that its mi- 
ſerable Inhabitants were eaſy, comfortable, in- 


dependent, and happy. 


The Taxes were not adjuſted—they were aug- 
mented---they were multphed---they were ex- 
torted with a rigour unknown to former times, 
and private contributions having been ſtated 
to Parliament as permanent Revenue, the ſum 
of One Thouſand Pounds per day of the pri- 
vate property of the Port of London, has ever 
{ince the year 1786, been applied towards the 
diſcharge of the National Debt, inſtead of hav- 
ing been aboliſhed on an adjuſtment of the 
Taxes, which it was the indiſpenſible duty of 
public men to have ſeen performed at that pe- 
riod. Through this miſconduct, the private 
property, or capitals of thoſe who purchaſe 
Coals brought to the Port of London, have ſut- 
tered a diminution of about FL. 2,246,000 ſince 
the 5th of July, 1786, on the {ſingle article 4 
ONT Coals, 
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Coals. The Peace and Welfare of the Country 
demand, that as faſt as Evils appear they ſhould 
be removed ; but experience ſhews, that the 
more enlightened we become to ſee Ahlſes, 
the more theſe Abuſes are augmented and 
multiphed. Eight private Contributions on 


London, above its encreaſed Public Burthens, 
are not merely unjuſt, but inſufferable. Moſt 


of the States in Europe are convulſed through 
Oppreſſion of the Poor, but our Miniſters ſhut 
their ears againſt the important leſſon, and 
boaſt of Revenue wrung from the Hungry 


and the Indigent. | 


At this hour, when men are making public 
confeſſions of their Faith, I take the opportu- 
nity to declare, that I venerate the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution, and moſt firmly believe, that both the 
King and the Heir Apparent, were it in their 
power, would diffuſe Peace, Comfort, Happ1- 
neſs and Independence, through all ranks and 
deſcriptions of Men in the Kingdom. But I 
reſt not with mere profeſſions. My labours for 
years have been directed towards the removal 


_ of a number of thoſe evils, which have ſown 


the ſeeds of that diſcontent. and diſaffection fo 
loudly complained of; and it is alone owin 
to the enenues of the King, Conſtitution, an 
People, that many of the abuſes which I had 


pointed out, have not, long ere now, been en- 


tirely eradicated, The real friends of his Ma- 
jeſty, who deſire to fee the Throne eſtabliſhed 
| in 
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in righteouſneſs, will not fail to carry theſe ſe- 
rious and important truths to the Royal ear. 


The Britiſh Conſtitution being founded on 
the eternal principles of Juſtice, nothing can 
be Law that 1s unjuſt. In order to declare an 
exaction to be without the authority of Law, 
it is only neceſſary to prove, that it is unjuſt. 
In ſome ca ſes the juſtice of an exaction may be 
doubtful, and in all ſuch caſes it is incumbent 
on Adminiſtration, to ſubmit the point to Par- 
liament. But the injuſtice of the exaction on 
Coals, Culm, and Cinders, is eftabliſhed by 
mathematical demonſtration. It is pa/pable un- 
mixed injuſtice, and therefore we can with cer- 
tainty declare, that the exaction is totally deſ- 
titute of the ſanction of Law. They are either 
very wicked, or very ignorant of Law, and 
very unfit to hold the high offices of this Coun- 
try, who make a Britiſh Act of Parliament the 
inſtrument of injuſtice. -_ : by 


Although I have freely delivered my ſenti- 
ments on the various parts of. this important 
ſubject, I hope it may be underſtood, that the 
Grand Queſtion depends not on any matter of 
opinion in regard to points of Law. It is not 
whether the exaction has been levied with or 

without Law ? It is ſimply, Whether or not 
has the Port of London been laid under an 
njuſt contribution? When that fact is eſta- 
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bliſhed, the principle of juſtice ought doubt- | 
leſs to be the baſis of an Application to Parha- | 
ment, for an abolition of the exaction. _ | 


As nothing but the ſpur of zece/izyat the worſt #1 
of times gave operation to the Acts under the Lit 
reigns of William III. and Anne, impoſing the 14 
local duties on Coals, Culm, and Cinders; and —_ 
as the national balance at this time is a demon. 1 
tration that no ſuch neceity now exiſts, there 
is no occaſion to enquire whether the exaction 
be a partial or an impartial duty? It is not a 
duty of any deſcription. Your whole pro- 
perty 1s as much the King's due as any part of 
it which has been exacted under the pretext of 
a Duty on Coals, Culm, and Cinders. You 
are therefore, in the caſe of an Application, as 
certain of obtaining redreſs, as that the Con- 
ſtitution of England, which protects your pro- 
perty, exiſts; it being an abſolute impoſſibility 
that the Engliſh Conſlitution, and an avowed 

local Contribution on the Port of London, to 
the amount of One Thouſand Pounds per day, 
againſt reaſon, juſtice, and humanity, can ſtand 
together. - En 


The promulgation of theſe truths having 
been purpoſely deferred until the Meetin > 
Parliament, Redreſs may be obtained before 
the public have time to brood over this parti- 
| | * cular 
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cular ſubject of their misfortunes, and the Le- 
giſlature will have the glorious opportunity of 
convincing the people, that the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution, under its preſent form, is a ſure pro- 
tection of the property of the ſubject. 


* The public and private character of Mr. 

Charles Welſtead, Acting Collector of the Coal 
Contribution at the Port of London, ſtand 
higli in the eſtimation of all who know him. 
If, on the abolition of that exaction, he does 
not get an Office as lucrative, and more ho- 
nourable, I truſt that London and Weltmin- 
ſter will uſe their intereſt with the King, or 


the Miniſter, in his behalf. 


As ſoon as this Paper comes from the Preſs, 
I ſhall ſend a copy of it to Mr. Alderman Skin- 
ner, with my humble Opinion, that it will be 
neceſſary that the Inhabitants of London, both 
collectively and individually, ſhould forth- 
with apply to the Legiſlature for redreſs; and 
that the London Petitions ſhould be ſupported 
by Applications from the City of Weſtminſter, 
and all the neighbouring Cities and Towns 
which are likewiſe ſubject to the Contribution. 


It is a great relief to my mind, that I now 
commit the care of this important Matter to 
the hands of ſome of the moſt enlightened, 

| wile, 
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wiſe, generous, and juſt, on the face of the 
Globe, who will feel it to be the Cauſe of Hu- 


manity, the Cauſe of the Poor, and the Cauſe 
of GOD. 


DAVID HARDIE. 


Wo. 21, Great Rufſell-ſtreet, Bloomſbury, 
December 24, 1792. 
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